
Segregation  and Institutionalisation in Ireland

Brendan Kelly





Virginia 
Sterilization 

Act 
1924









Image: National Library of Ireland

Armagh (1825)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Belfast (1829)



Ballinasloe (1833)

Image: National Library of Ireland



Image: National Library of Ireland

Kilkenny (1852)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Omagh (1853)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Mullingar (1855)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Sligo (1855)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Downpatrick (1865)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Letterkenny (1866)



Image: National Library of Ireland

Ennis (1868)



‘Mentally ill’ people 
in institutions

1829 2,097

1879 12,819

1916 24,766
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Enniscorthy (1868)

Dr Thomas Drapes

Resident Medical 
Superintendent 

1883-1919
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Eugenics in Ireland: The Belfast Eugenics Society, 1911-15 
Greta Jones, Irish Historical Studies 1992; 28: 81-95 



• “7.3 psychiatric beds… per 
1,000 of the population”

• “This rate appears to be the 
highest in the world… 
compared with… 
4.6 in England and Wales 
2.1 in France”

• “About one in every 70 of our 
people above the age of 24 
years is in a mental hospital”
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