Minutes of the meeting of the Royal College of Psychiatrists 

 Continuing Professional Development Committee 

held on Tuesday 22 January  2008, 

at 1.30pm in the Council Room

1.
To record the names of those present

Dr J.S Bamrah (Chair)  Dr Simon Backett, Dr Sukumar Banerjee, Professor Dinesh Bhugra, Dr Joe Bouch, Dr Colin Gray, Dr Douglas Gray,  Dr Elizabeth Hare, Dr Richard Hodgson, Dr Lawrence Mynors-Wallis, Dr Stuart Leask, Dr Agath Kosta, Dr Donald Mowat, Dr Ashok Patel, Dr Thiru Raj-Manickam, Dr Piyal Sen, Dr Umapathy Sivagamasundari, Dr Andrew Soutter  
 
The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting.    


In attendance

Ms Marion Palmer-Jones, Ms Lynne Christopher

2.
To receive and record apologies for absence


Dr Anne Aboaja, Dr Asit Biswas, Dr Clive Britten, Dr Guy Brookes, Professor John Gunn, Mr Robert Jackson, Mr Dave Jago, Dr Arun Jha, Dr Khalida Ismail, Dr Nithin Purandare, Dr Gianetta Rands 
3.
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2007


These were approved as a correct record subject to the following amendments:

· Professor Dinesh Bhugra apologies were sent 

· Dr Joe Bouch apologies were sent  

4.
Matters arising from the minutes


Dr Patel gave a brief summary on the response to the "Ten Principles of CPD" which was discussed at the last DoCPD meeting.  Following the recommendations in the white paper in which periodical assessment for all medical professional was proposed, the general feeling amongst all the Colleges was that CPD should reflect and be relevant to the individual’s workload with clear disciplines in place for objective assessment and quality assurance in maintaining the skills and competencies required for revalidation/recertification. 
5.
Report from the Director of CPD


Dr Bamrah reported that the questionnaire on "The Effectiveness of Peer Groups" had been received at the Executive Committee meeting by Dr Douglas Gray.  It was envisaged that the questionnaire would be sent to all Consultants in the UK in an attempt to identify the role of peer review and its effectiveness in monitoring participation in CPD.   Members were reminded that the questionnaire was still in draft form and that all feedback and comments were welcomed.  The Committee were advised that funds had not yet been allocated and that approval for this was still under discussion. 

6.
Regional CPD, Faculties and Sections and PTC

(a)
Dr Donald Mowat told the Committee that he was organising a course in the North of Scotland shortly and would report feedback to the next meeting. .


a(i)
Action points from the CPD Regional Co-coordinator Awayday


Dr Bamrah reported that the CPD Awayday had been a great success and thanked the speakers and organisers for an informative and productive day.


(b)
To receive brief verbal reports on progress and any recent developments from Faculty and Section Representatives present at the meeting

It was mentioned that a teaching video or DVD on Forensic Psychiatry had been produced for training purposes. No further information on this was available at this time.


(c)
To receive a brief verbal report on any recent developments from the PTC Representative.

Dr Anne Aboaja was unable to attend the meeting but submitted the following points by email for information: 
· The PTC is preparing for ST3/4 transitions and the new-style MRCPsych exam in Spring 2008.

· Further training should be made available in the new system for doctors who are involved in the assessment and training of trainees.

· The new-style examinations would include EMI style questions:  The PTC welcomes the introduction of the EMI style questions in the January APT journal.

· WPBA may incur a fee in the future for Consultants as it would be included in the Membership fees, which could be expensive for pre-Membership as it would involve a combination of Examination, College Subscription and WPBA fees.

7.
Revalidation/Recertification


It was reported that the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges would shortly be appointing a Director of Recertification to work closely with the Academy's new CPD Director and CPD Committee in developing guidelines for revalidation.  


The Committee discussed at length the proposals for developing quality assurance in the assessment of revalidation and how the Academy might support the College in developing recertification.  It was noted that the mechanism for evaluation could be based around key components such as; appraisal, WBA, case based discussions, multi source feedback, in which CPD would be at the heart.  


Following discussions it was clear that this matter would be an ongoing issue for some time and that the process for comprehensive assessment for recertification would need to be streamlined to accommodate all specialties within each College.
8.
Advances in Psychiatric Treatment: verbal report from the Editor


Dr Bouch reported that he had received positive feedback from Dr Richard Backett and Dr Nitin Purandare on their review of the APT.  Dr Bouch was keen to receive suggestions and comments regarding the quality of educational content in the journal and to ascertain whether the information published was useful and relevant to its readers.  

9.
Online CPD: verbal report from the Editor

Dr Elizabeth Hare and Dr Stuart Leask attended their first CPD Committee meeting as CPD online Editor and Deputy Editor.  Dr Hare reported briefly that the online modules were being well received and that there were currently 700 subscribers using the site. There were 33 modules and 30 pod casts which were available to download.
10.
Special Committee on Professional Governance and Ethics: minutes of the last meeting

These were received for information

11.
Psychiatrists outwith Managed Environments


Nothing to report

12.
Any other business

Professor Bhugra informed members that it was now College policy, as agreed by ETSC and CEC that all College Officers and those on College Committees must be in good standing for CPD.  Professor Bhugra also briefly mentioned that the College Report 147 (CR147) was now available on the College website and invited members to review it and submit feedback to the Registrar, Professor Sue Bailey.  


Dr VF 

This document had been received at the Executive Committee meeting from a retired doctor who had undertaken sufficient CPD hours but, was not part of a peer group.  The Committee looked at the evidence of CPD activities provided and agreed that a certificate should be issued on this occasion.


Action: MPJ to issue a certificate with covering letter

Dr JM

This document had been received at the Executive Committee meeting from a Medical Director who was undertaking more management work than clinical practice and enquired whether this could count towards his CPD approval.  The Committee agreed that undertaking solely management activities would not be acceptable for CPD and should include other components such as clinical and educational type activities.  


Dr Bamrah agreed to write to the doctor to confirm this.


Action: Dr Bamrah to write to Dr M

Dr MB

This document had been received at the Executive Committee meeting from a Consultant who had not reached the requirements due to personal circumstances.  While the Committee sympathises with his predicament it was agreed that the requirements should still be met.


Action: Dr Bamrah to write to Dr B
12.
Date of next meetings


Tuesday 20 May 2008


Tuesday 30 September 2008


Tuesday 8 July 2008 (for Executive Committee only)

