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Special Session of South Asian Division of Royal College of Psychiatrists

At World Congress on Asian Psychiatry, Goa, 2-5 August 2007

The South Asian Division of the College organised a special session at Goa meeting with a theme of “ Undergraduate teaching & training in Psychiatry”  This was a very successful session and was attended by a large number of mental health professionals attending this world congress.

The session was chaired by Prof Nalaka Mendis (Secretary of the Division) and Prof Khalid Mufti. Prof Dinesh Bhugra introduced the theme and gave a detailed account about some of the recent developments in undergraduate teaching in UK. Prof. Nalaka Mendis described the current situation in Sri Lanka and Prof Mufti (Pakistan), Prof Abdul Mottalib (Bangladesh) and Prof N Desi (India) gave an account of the undergraduate programmes in Psychiatry in their respective countries. These presentations generated very interesting discussions and it was felt that there is a need for a lot of work to be done in this area.  Dr Afzal Javed summarising the discussions suggested that the College Division should take this area as a priority and should coordinate some joint activities. He also mentioned about the proposals of such initiatives and told the participants that he has been asked to plan such activities by WPA Section on Psychiatry in Developing Countries and he would welcome the input from the Asia Division in this regard.

Prof Hamid Ghodse also participated in this meeting and gave a key note lecture.

Afzal Javed
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