21-03-2007

SUMMARY OF MEETING OF AEP SECTION ON CULTURAL PSYCHIATRY

Present: Marianne Kastrup (Denmark), Mohamed Ahmed (Ireland), Carla Silva (Portugal), Vera Domingues (Portugal), Rachid Bennagadi (France), Kenneth Kaufman (USA), Mar Ramos (Spain), Fancisco Collazos (Spain), Adil Qureshi (Spain).

Introduction and membership

The meeting began with Marianne Kastrup providing a brief history of the section, and some details about the membership requirements. Official membership requires membershhip in the European Association of Psychiatrists. Official membership is required to hold an official position and to vote. It was agreed that those colleagues who are interested in participating but who are not AEP members can be “associate members” of the section, and as such collaborate in projects, symposia, etc.

AEP Congress Activities 2007

Symposium: NEW DIRECTIONS IN CULTURAL DIRECTORY (Organised by the AEP Section on Cultural Psychiatry)
Symposium: SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS AMONG MIGRANTS (Organised by the AEP Sections on Cultural Psychiatry and Alcoholism and Addiction)

CME Course: MENTAL HEALTH CARE IN MIGRANTS
Participation was promising, particularly in the Section symposium.

Nice 2008 Activities

Ideas were discussed for symposia for the next AEP Congress in Nice in 2008. A number of ideas were considered, including co-organizing a symposia with the section on psychopathology, a symposia on “Ethics, culture, and psychiatry” and a co-sponsored symposium with the section on philosophy and psychiatry. 

Section meeting

It was agreed upon to hold a “modest meeting” of interested members during the fall of 2007. The idea will be that one member “host” the meeting, i.e. provide meeting space and some basic resources, if possible, and that participants will be responsible for transport, accomodation, and so on. The idea is that this meeting will provide participants the opportunity to share ideas, projects, and concerns related to cultural psychiatry. Further details will be sent to members in the near future.

Newsletter

A bi-annual newsletter will be made available online with relevant news and information. Mohamed Ahmed suggested that members could provide a brief write-up about the situation relevant to cultural psychiatry in their country. Adil Qureshi will function as “editor” of the newsletter.

Contact with sections of national societies

Making contact with the equivalent sections of national societies was proposed. This would appear to be a longer-term project that in part will depend upon members and their contact with national societies. Rachid Bennagadi suggested contact with international associations such as the WPA and the WACP. 

There was also some discussion about contact with international and European organizations (European Union; WHO) to look for funding for joint projects. It was generally agreed upon that prior to such endeavors the Section itself needs to become more strongly estalished and its membership base consolidated. 

Please send any questions, concerns or suggestions to Christian Haasen at haasen@uke.uni-hamburg.de
