OPEN MEETING
of the Neuropsychiatry Section
26 September 2008, 13.00-14.30
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X
Minutes

	No.


	Subject
	Action

	1.
	Present

Dr J Bird (Chair)

Dr N Agrawal (Honorary Secretary)

Dr R Faruqui (Finance Officer)

24 members were present.

	

	2. 
	Apologies

Apologies were received from 7 members.

	

	3.
	Welcome and introduction

Dr Bird welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the Neuropsychiatry Section. He introduced the officers and chairs of the working groups.


	

	4.
	Role of the Section

Dr Bird welcomed the fact that the special interest group had now become a Section of the College. Roles of the Section would include: advising the College on policy issues; becoming more involved in training and education; developing research interests; supporting the welfare of neuropsychiatrists.
It was decided to carry on with an open meeting such as this one before each executive committee meeting. The meeting would be a “chat-shop” for members to share their concerns and to feed their views to the executive. There would also be a Section business meeting, where the executive would report back to the members, once a year, during the annual residential conference. 


	

	5.
	Working groups

	

	5.1
	Sleep working group (Chair: Dr Selsick)

Dr Selsick reported that the group had spent the last 6 months putting sessions together for the College Annual Meeting in July. The sessions were very successful, which confirmed the need for a Sleep working group. Other activities of the group included developing guidelines for referral and developing online CPD modules for sleep.

It was briefly discussed whether the Sleep group should become a special interest group (SIG) in its own right, but members were against this.


	

	5.2
	Brain injury working group (Chair: Dr Shawcross)

Dr Shawcross reported that this group was disbanded earlier on in the year, but was now back in existence. It was decided that the group’s purpose was to provide an opportunity for critical discussion and to provide a policy, education and training function.
	

	5.3
	Epilepsy working group
Dr Bird reported that Dr Michelle Lambert had indicated that she would be happy to hand over the Chair of this group and he therefore asked for a volunteer. Prof Kerr offered to chair the group and Dr Rosenzweig was happy to participate. Dr Bird recognised the very productive work which the group had done under Dr Lambert’s Chairmanship and thanked her in her absence.

	

	5.4
	Role of the working groups
It was decided that:

· All three working groups (Sleep, Brain injury, Epilepsy) would carry on.

· Working groups would be self-sufficient. Any costs would be approved by the executive committee. 

· Working groups would meet twice a year: one of the meetings would concentrate on business matters, such as policy, education and training. The other might be more of a clinical and teaching meeting.   Between meetings, matters would be discussed by email correspondence. Working group meetings would normally be held on the same days as the AGM and “Open Meetings” of The Section, to avoid extra travel and absence from work, but this would need to be flexible
· Working groups would have their own place within the Section web page. Chairs would liaise with Dr Dilley about content.

· Any relevant consultations received by the Section would be forwarded to the sub-groups for comment.
Section members who were interested in attending and receiving information about the working groups, should contact the relevant chairs with their email address 

Sleep: Dr Selsick selsick@blueyonder.co.uk
Brain injury: Dr Shawcross c.shawcross@doctors.org.uk  
Epilepsy: Prof Kerr kerrmp@Cardiff.ac.uk 

This request would also be sent out in the next Section email.
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	6.
	Education and training sub-group (Chair: Prof Deb)

Prof Deb reported that one of the core jobs of the Section was to develop the Neuropsychiatry curriculum. There were 6 core areas and 2 sub-specialities within psychiatry and the first step would be for ETSC (Education, Training and Standards Committee of the College), then PMETB to approve Neuropsychiatry as the third sub-speciality. The new President and Dean of the College were very supportive. 
It was agreed to establish links with physicians and neurologists, to work together on training and swapping parts of the curriculum.

It was agreed that a list of regional mentors in neuropsychiatry would be drawn up, so that trainees could contact them.


	Action:

S Deb

Action:
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	7.
	Any other business

	

	7.1

	Conferences

Members’ attention was drawn to the following events: 
· 21 November 2008: Neurodevelopmental disorders across the lifespan, joint conference with the BPS, London Resource Centre. Dr Fleminger reported that 60 delegates were registered already and the meeting would make a surplus.
· 4-6 February 2009: joint Section/BNPA conference, Institute of Child Health, London (Section day: 4 February). Dr Agrawal reported that College members would be eligible for the BNPA member rate. The programme would be available on the Section website soon.
· 2-5 June 2009: College Annual Meeting, Liverpool. The Section would hold a neuropsychiatry institute on one of the days.
· 30 October 2009: Section annual conference

	

	7.2
	MCQs

Dr Agrawal circulated the guidelines for writing MCQs. He reported that the College wanted more neuropsychiatry input the RCPsych exams and asked for volunteers to help with writing MCQs. Interested members were asked to contact Dr Agrawal: 

Niruj.Agrawal@swlstg-tr.nhs.uk 

	Action: 

ALL



	7.3
	Examinations Sub-committee

Dr Bird reported that he was stepping down from the College’s Examinations Sub-committee and he asked for volunteers to represent neuropsychiatry. Interested members were asked to contact Dr Bird: jmbird@aol.com
	Action:

ALL
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