Inaugural meeting 
of the Executive Committee

of the Neuropsychiatry Section
26 September 2008, 14.30
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X
Minutes

	No.


	Subject
	Action

	1.
	Present                          
Dr Jonathan Bird (Chair)

Dr Niruj Agrawal (Honorary Secretary)

Dr Rafey Faruqui (Finance Officer)

Prof Anthony David, Prof Shoumitro Deb, Dr Mike Dilley, Dr Simon Fleminger, Prof Mike Kerr, Dr Fernando Lazaro Perlado, Dr Alex Mitchell, Dr Howard Ring, Dr Ivana Rosenzweig, Dr Peter Trimble
In attendance

Kitti Kottasz


	

	2. 
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Dr Alan Carson, Prof Eileen Joyce, Prof Mike Kopelman, Dr John Moriarty

	

	3.
	Executive committee roles 
The following executive committee roles were approved:
· Academic Secretary: Prof Eileen Joyce

· Web Editor: Dr Mike Dilley

· Newsletter Editor: Dr Alex Mitchell

· Chair of Education and Training Sub-group and ETSC representative: Prof Shoumitro Deb

· Northern Ireland Division link: Dr Peter Trimble

· Academic Faculty: Prof Shoumitro Deb

· Learning Disability Faculty: Prof Shoumitro Deb

· General Adult: Dr Mike Dilley

· Forensic Faculty: Dr Rafey Faruqui

· Liaison Faculty: Dr Alex Mitchell

· Old Age Faculty: Dr Ivana Rosenzweig

· Sleep sub-group: Dr Jonathan Bird

· Brain injury sub-group: Dr Lazaro Perlado

Kitti Kottasz would let the relevant committees know.


	Action: 

K Kottasz

	4.
	Co-options

The following people were co-opted to the executive committee:
· Scottish Division link: Dr Alan Carson

· Welsh Division link: Prof Mike Kerr

· Child and Adolescent faculty link: Dr Jonathan Bird would ask Dr Janet Bjorn if she would be willing to be co-opted to the executive.

· PTC representative: Kitti Kottasz would contact the PTC to ask for a representative on the executive

Kitti Kottasz would let the relevant committees know.


	Action:
J Bird

Action: 

K Kottasz
K Kottasz

	5.
	Working groups
It was decided that the Sleep, Brain injury and Epilepsy working groups would meet before rather than after the executive committee.

	

	6.
	Education and training

Prof Deb reported that the Section was waiting to hear from ETSC (Education, Training and Standards Committee) and then PMETB re: approving Neuropsychiatry as a sub-speciality of psychiatry. In the meantime, the existing Education and Training sub-group of the Section, led by Prof Deb, would carry on developing the neuropsychiatry curriculum. Prof Deb would send the original curriculum to Kitti Kottasz for circulation.
	Action:

S Deb

K Kottasz



	7.
	ACCEA 2009

Dr Agrawal reported that the Section had received 4 applications for awards. These were supported and ranked by the Section and sent off to Sue Duncan in the College. Kitti Kottasz would find out whether the Section should have a representative at the main College ACCEA meeting in December.

	Action:
K Kottasz

	8.
	Conferences

Sally Fricker, Deputy Conference Manager, attended this part of the meeting. 

	

	8.1
	21 November 2008: Neurodevelopmental disorders across the lifespan, joint Section/BPS conference, London Resource Centre
Dr Fleminger reported that this conference would be held jointly with the Division of Neuropsychology, BPS. There were more than 60 delegates registered already. The financial agreement was very satisfactory for the Section: any profit would be shared 50/50, but the BPS would swallow any loss.


	

	8.2
	4-6 February 2009: Joint conference with the BNPA, Institute of Child Health, London (Section day: 4 February)
Dr Agrawal tabled the programme. The Section day on 4 February already attracted £8,500 sponsorship. Dr Faruqui would liaise with Liz Cowan at the College re: invoicing sponsors.


	Action: 

R Faruqui

	8.3
	September 2009: Training weekend, Cambridge
Dr Lazaro Perlado reported that he booked Robinson College in Cambridge for a 2-day training weekend. The cost per delegate would be £400. Members felt that there was a financial risk with this, as trainees were unlikely to pay this sort of money and there was another very similar course in December 2008. It was decided to cancel the training weekend and think about it again for 2011. It was mentioned that the Learning Disability and Liaison faculties ran very successful trainee conferences, which could be used as models.

	

	8.4
	October 2009: Section conference
Sally Fricker reported that the Conference Office would be able to organise the Section conference on 30 October. If this was half-term, she would look into changing the date to 23 October. 25 September was also a possibility. It was decided to have a one-day conference in London for the first year, then think about holding a two-year event in following years.
	Action: 

Conf Office

	8.5
	CETC request to work with Section
It was decided that the Section would wait and see if there were any opportunities to work with the CETC. Dr Bird would write to Liz Edgar.


	Action:
J Bird



	9.
	Policy

Prof Deb and Dr Dilley agreed to be the Section’s policy leads and attend EPC and CPCC on a trial basis for 1 year. Kitti Kottasz would let the Policy Unit know.

	Action: 

K Kottasz



	10.
	Finances


	

	10.1
	2009 business plan

Dr Faruqui reported that he was putting together the 2009 business plan in time for the October Finance Management Committee. Kitti Kottasz would find out whether sub-groups/working groups would have to pay for rooms at the College and let Dr Faruqui know.
Dr Faruqui reported that the SIG’s deficits (around £500) were automatically transferred to the Section. Dr Bird would write to the Treasurer to get an exemption, so the Section could start with a clean slate.


	Action:
K Kottasz

Action:

J Bird

	10.2
	Faculty/section contributions to Fair Deal Campaign

Dr Bird reported that all faculties and sections were asked by the College to contribute some of their funds to the Fair Deal Campaign, but Dr Bird was told that as a new Section, Neuropsychiatry would not have to.

	

	11.
	Neuropsychiatry service funding

It was decided to set up a working group looking at funding issues, PbR and NICE guidelines. Kitti Kottasz would email the executive to see if anyone was interested in joining such a group. She would also send a copy of the guidelines for setting up a working group to Dr Bird and Dr Agrawal.

	Action: 

K Kottasz

	12.
	Communications
	

	12.1
	Newsletter

Dr Mitchell felt it was important to have a well-designed quality product to communicate with the membership. He already had quotes from a company and he would also contact the College’s Publications Department for comparison. It was decided to pay for PDF design only and send the newsletter to members by email via a link to the Section website. The newsletter would include reports from conferences, list of forthcoming conferences, reports from sub-groups etc. It was decided to keep the newsletter and request for items on the agenda.

	Action: 

A Mitchell

K Kottasz

	12.2
	Website

Dr Dilley was going to have a meeting with the College web developers and reorganise the Section page. It was agreed that he and Dr Mitchell would co-ordinate the newsletter and web page contents. Dr Dilley would include links to relevant outside organisations on the page; members would send him links.

	Action: 

M Dilley

	13.
	Auditing of the pre-surgical psychiatric assessment of patients with epilepsy

Dr Bird would ask the Epilepsy sub-group to look at this issue.

	Action:

J Bird



	14.
	Any other business


	

	14.1
	Depression leaflet for use by patients with ABI

Dr Faruqui felt that it was important for the College’s Depression leaflet to include neuropsychiatry input. He would contact the PEC (Public Education Committee). Dr Lazaro Perlado agreed to be involved. Dr Faruqui would also ask Dr Charles Shawcross.

	Action:

 R Faruqui



	15.
	Future meetings

Kitti Kottasz would look into whether it would be possible to hold the spring executive meeting on 24 April or 8 May, rather than 3 April.

	Action: 

K Kottasz
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