Meeting
of the Executive Committee

of the Neuropsychiatry Section
4 February 2009, 17.00
Institute of Child Health, 30 Guildford Street, London WC1N 1EH
Minutes

	No.


	Subject
	Action

	1.
	PRESENT                      
Dr Jonathan Bird (Chair)

Dr Niruj Agrawal (Honorary Secretary)

Dr Rafey Faruqui (Finance Officer)

Prof Shoumitro Deb, Dr Mike Dilley, Dr Simon Fleminger, Prof Eileen Joyce, Prof Mike Kerr, Dr Fernando Lazaro Perlado, Dr Howard Ring, Dr John Moriarty, Dr Peter Trimble, Dr Alan Carson, Dr Ivana Rosenzweig

In attendance

Kitti Kottasz

Dr Bird opened the meeting by congratulating the whole executive on organising today’s very successful conference.


	

	2. 
	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Prof Mike Kopelman and Dr Rajvinder Sambhi.

	

	3.
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES HELD ON 26 SEPTEMBER 2008
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 September 2008 were approved as a correct record.


	

	4.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
· Child and Adolescent faculty link: Dr Jonathan Bird would ask Dr Janet Bjorn if she would be willing to be co-opted to the executive.

· At the last meeting Dr Faruqui reported that the SIG’s deficits (around £500) were automatically transferred to the Section. Dr Bird subsequently wrote to the Treasurer to get an exemption, so the Section could start with a clean slate. The Treasurer agreed.


	Action: 

J Bird

	5.
	CHAIR’S BUSINESS


	

	5.2
	Report from CEC

Dr Bird reported the following:
· Role of the Consultant Psychiatrist: The President was preparing a paper on the role of the Consultant Psychiatrist. Members should send any feedback to him.

· WHO’s International Classification of Diseases: The WHO’s ICD version 11 was being developed.  Professor Terry Brugha was leading the College response on whether there should be any extra diagnostic criteria. The committee felt that the section on organic disorders was weak. It was agreed that the Section would put a response together, led by Dr Faruqui. He would ask Prof Kopelman to be involved.
· Trustees: Dr Bird reminded elected members that they were all charitable trustees of the College.

	Action:
R Faruqui

	5.2
	Regional mentors
It was agreed that each member of the executive would become a mentor to trainees. This would be put on the web page.

	Action:

M Dilley

	6.
	HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
Dr Agrawal’s business was covered under other items on the agenda.

	

	7.
	REPORT FROM THE WORKING GROUPS

	

	7.1
	Sleep working group

The group had nothing to report.

	

	7.2
	Brain injury working group

The group had nothing to report. Chairmanship of this group would be discussed at their meeting on 24 April. 

	

	7.3
	Epilepsy working group

Prof Kerr reported that the group had 9 members; they would meet on 24 April. The group will need to consider links with other faculties e.g. learning disability.

	

	7.4
	Education and training working group

Prof Deb reported that the College was working on getting sub-speciality status for Neuropsychiatry and the Dean was very supportive. Dr Andrew Brittlebank promised to update the Neuropsychiatry curriculum under the CANMED format by the end of February. Once it is submitted, Prof Deb would circulate it to the executive. The next step will be to go to PMETB to get sub-speciality approval. It was not certain whether that meant that psychiatrists would be allowed to have a GMC registration in Neuropsychiatry.


	

	7.5
	Service development working group

The group, chaired by Dr Bird, met on 20 December 2008 in Bristol and discussed PbR. The minutes were yet to be finalised. The group agreed to invite Mel Temple to the 25 September Section conference. Dr Bird would contact Dr Bhaumik, Chair of the Learning Disability faculty, who had done a lot of work on Payment by Results (PbR). The group is planning to produce an Occasional Paper about PbR. Dr Agrawal would contact the Policy Unit and find out the process.
Dr Fleminger would chair a group on HONOS in Neuropsychiatry.


	Action:

N Agrawal

	7.6
	Proposed working group on Memory

Prof Kopelman was not able to attend and the proposed working group would be discussed at the 24 April executive meeting. 
Prof Kopelman is planning to organise a Memory seminar and invite a lot of senior people.


	Action:

agenda

	8.
	ACADEMIC SECRETARY’S REPORT

	

	8.1
	21 November 2008: Neurodevelopmental disorders across the lifespan, joint Section/BPS conference, London Resource Centre
Dr Fleminger reported that this conference was held jointly with the Division of Neuropsychology, BPS. There were over 100 delegates. The profit was shared 50/50 and the Section made a profit £875. Both organisations were keen to run a similar event again; possibly on Memory (see item 7.6). Dr Fleminger would start negotiating with the BPS and he would involve the Conference Office in drawing up the contract.

	Action: S Fleminger

	8.2
	4-6 February 2009: Joint conference with the BNPA, Institute of Child Health, London (Section day: 4 February)
Dr Agrawal reported that 185 delegates attended the Section day on 4 February. The Section paid the BNPA a set fee for administration, venue and catering costs. Delegate fee income and any sponsorship that the College raised for the 4 February, would go to the Section. This was agreed in writing before the event and Dr Bird would negotiate the finer details at the BNPA executive meeting on 6 February. The anticipated profit for the Section was around £10K.

Members agreed that it would be good to hold a joint event with the BNPA again in one or two years’ time. Prof Joyce and Dr Bird would start negotiating with the BNPA.


	Action:

E Joyce/

J Bird

	8.3
	College Annual Meeting, 2-5 June 2009, Liverpool
The programme for the Section day on 5 June was circulated with the agenda. It was agreed that the executive committee would try to meet that day at lunchtime [This is to be confirmed].

	Action:
K Kottasz

	8.4
	25 September 2009: Section conference
The following was agreed:
· Working groups would participate in the academic programme and would not hold separate meetings.

· The executive would meet at lunchtime.

· Members of the executive would contact Prof Joyce with any programme suggestions.

· Prof Joyce would liaise with the Conference Office about whether the venue (No 15 Belgrave Square) would be big enough, as it could only host two exhibition stands

· It was agreed to offer reduced registration fees for trainees.


	Action: 

K Kottasz

ALL

E Joyce

	9.
	POLICY
At present Prof Deb and Dr Dilley were the Section’s policy leads. They reported that they received a very large number of consultations and it was impossible to respond to all of them. Even sifting through documents and deciding whether the Section needed to respond and who in the executive had the expertise to respond, was an onerous task. It was agreed that Prof Deb and Dr Dilley would continue as policy leads for another 6 months and new leads would be chosen at the September executive meeting. 


	Action: 

Sept agenda

	10.
	FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

	

	10.1
	2009 business plan

The draft business plan was circulated with the agenda. Members should email Dr Faruqui with any comments by 11 February.
It was agreed that the Section should set up a prize, as detailed in the plan. Dr Faruqui and Prof Joyce would take this forward.


	Action:

R Faruqui

E Joyce

	11.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	

	11.1
	Newsletter

Dr Dilley reported that Dr Mitchell was aiming to produce an electronic version of the newsletter for the website this month.

 
	Action:

A Mitchell

	11.2
	Website
Dr Dilley reported that the Section website was now up and running. Members should email him with any comments, useful links and reading list suggestions for trainees. Dr Dilley would contact Dr Hugh Rickards for document on training post, for inclusion on the website.

	Action:

ALL

M Dilley

	11.3
	JISC forum

Dr Agrawal reported that there was an existing neuropsychiatry forum, ran by Dr Mitchell. It had not been active for a while, but it was potentially useful for discussion amongst Section members. The executive was happy with this.

	Action: 

A Mitchell

	12.
	CO-OPTIONS
It was noted that Prof Deb was co-opted as the Section’s representative on the Learning Disability executive committee. It was noted that Dr Raj Sambhi was the new PTC representative on the Section executive committee.


	

	13.
	FUTURE MEETINGS
24 April 2009 14.00-15.00, College

Open meeting, 15.00-16.30 Executive meeting

(working groups in the morning/lunchtime)

5 June 2009, Liverpool

Time TBC
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