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	No.


	Subject

	1
	Present
Dr David Anderson (chair)
45 members were present.

In attendance

Kitti Kottasz (minutes)



	2 
	Apologies
Apologies were received from 3 members.


	3
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 5 March 2009

The minutes of the last meeting held on 5 March 2009 were approved as a correct record.


	4
	Matters arising from the minutes



	4.1
	Memory Clinic Accreditation Scheme

Dr Anderson reported that the Memory Clinic Accreditation Scheme, ran by the College Centre for Quality Improvement (CCQI), was now up and running with 12 participating services. Only 2 had been accredited so far; one was Dr Anderson’s service, which was rated excellent. There had already been a positive effect on the service, in terms of staff satisfaction and the PCT’s view of the service. Other services were waiting for outcomes.

Members raised concerns about the cost of the accreditation scheme (£3000 per unit), especially when a Trust had various different units. Dr Anderson suggested trialling it in one unit first and emphasised that the CCQI was self-funding and did not make money on this scheme.

  

	5
	Chair’s business



	5.1
	Age discrimination

Dr Anderson reported that old people and dementia had had a very high national profile recently and were high on the agenda at the Department of Health, NICE, Care Quality Commission (CQC) and the Royal College of Physicians.
New Horizons, which replaced the National Service Framework for Mental Health, was published on 7 December 2009. The College had been very involved in the process and Dr Anderson thought that the document was age-inclusive and recognised the need for age-appropriate, non-discriminatory services.

Dr Anderson reported that the Equality Bill, which would make age discrimination unlawful, was expected to become law in 2012. There was currently a huge drive to prepare health and social care organisations.

Dr Anderson reported that he had been invited to attend the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Older People and Ageing in the House of Commons.

He also reported that the College had launched its position statement on age discrimination at the House of Commons on 13 October. The event had been attended by 18 MPs. Ms Kottasz, Committee Manager, would email faculty members with the position statement, together with the compendium of evidence, which showed why older people were different and needed specific old age services. (Link to the College’s Age Discrimination in Mental Health Services page: http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/policyandparliament/projects/live/agediscrimination.aspx).

Dr Anderson asked members to go back to their local services and make them understand this.



	5.2
	Anti-psychotic drug review

Dr Anderson reported that the review into antipsychotic drugs in dementia had now been published and had received a lot of press coverage. The faculty executive’s view was that this was a very good document, well-balanced, based on objective evidence and compatible with NICE guidelines.
(Link to the report: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108303)


	5.3
	Alzheimer’s Society report on dementia care 
Dr Anderson reported that the Alzheimer’s Society report on dementia care in general hospitals (Counting the Cost) was very good. He said that Phil Hope, Minister of State for Care Services, had made a statement that general hospitals should have access to specialist old age services.



	5.4
	National Audit of Dementia

Dr Anderson reported that the College Centre for Quality Improvement (CCQI) would be carrying out a National Audit of Dementia in general hospitals in 2010, commissioned by the Healthcare Commission.



	5.5
	NICE Delirium guidelines

Dr Anderson reported that the NICE Delirium guidelines would be published in June 2010 and the draft was now out for consultation. (Link to NICE website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/CG/Wave17/21) 



	5.6
	NICE Quality Standards
Dr Anderson reported that one of the outcomes of the Darzi review had been to commission NICE to develop Quality Standards, a joint initiative of the College and NICE, chaired by Dr Tim Kendall. He explained that dementia was one of four pilot topics and that the Topic Expert Group chaired by Tim Kendall included members of the Faculty  The aim was to develop 5-10 statements to distinguish quality dementia services from poor ones. It was not clear what status the standards would carry.   



	5.7
	Older People’s Inpatient Accreditation System

Dr Anderson reported that over 60 services were signed up to this scheme.



	5.8
	Guidance on inpatient services

Dr Anderson reported that a faculty working group was producing guidelines on inpatient services by March 2010. It would not be prescriptive, but more of a useful reference.


	5.9
	Addictions/Old Age working group
Dr Anderson reported that the joint Addictions/Old Age faculty working group would publish guidelines in 2010.



	5.10
	Newsletter
Dr Anderson reported that the electronic newsletter would be available soon.


	5.11
	Finance

Dr Anderson reported that the executive committee had carried out a thorough review of faculty finances and as a result, cut costs in a number of areas, for example cutting the number of executive meetings from 4 to 3. Dr Anderson reminded members that the faculty’s only income came from conferences and encouraged them to attend. The income then enabled the faculty to give prizes and bursaries; and to set up working groups to produce useful guidelines.



	5.12
	Elections

Dr Anderson reported that in the recent faculty elections Dr Peter Connelly was elected Chair, Dr Anand Ramakrishnan Finance Officer and there were 8 newly elected executive members, to take office in June 2010.



	5.13
	NICE: TA111 consultation on Alzheimer's disease - donepezil, galantamine, rivastigmine (review) and memantine 

Dr Anderson reported that Prof John O’Brien was leading the faculty’s response to the 

NICE TA111 consultation. The final recommendations were due to be published in 2010.



	6
	Open discussion



	6.1
	Liaison services

A member asked whether liaison services had improved. Dr Anderson responded that according to the evidence, services had improved. He mentioned that the faculty were working with the Liaison faculty and the Department of Health to fit liaison services into the standard mental health contract. If t the attempts are successful, commissioners will have to take liaison services into account.

Members raised concerns that there were not enough old age liaison psychiatrists. If general hospitals became better at diagnosing dementia and delirium, referrals to mental health services would increase, but these did not have the capacity to take new cases on. Dr Anderson said that old age liaison psychiatrists would be part of the solution, not the complete solution.



	6.2
	Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS)
Dr Peter Jeffries raised the issue of Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards, which came in April 2009. He reported that the courts did not want to waste time looking at the merits of DoLS; instead, they made decisions based on what is better for the person. Older people were not getting the protection envisaged for them by the EU. 
Dr Jeffries advised those members who wanted to remain DoLS assessors, to do a course before April 2010, otherwise they would lose their assessor status (approximately 50% of the audience were assessors). The College was no longer the sole provider of training courses. He was not aware of any online courses.


	7
	Future faculty business meetings

25 March 2010, 16.00, Oulton Hall, Leeds (to take place during the faculty residential meeting)
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