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	No
	Subject



	1
	Attendance

Dr Jonathan Bird (Chair)
Dr Niruj Agrawal (Vice-chair)

Dr Rafey Faruqui (Finance officer)

Dr Howard Ring (Academic secretary)

40 members of the faculty were in attendance.



	2
	Previous minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 10 September 2010 were approved as a correct record.


	3
	Chair’s report

Dr Bird reported that the Section is very successful in many ways:

· Membership had significantly grown in the last year (now over 2,600 members)
· GMC sub-specialty endorsement was in the pipeline

· Section was very involved in College policy-making
· Cross-specialty co-operation e.g. joint conference with LD 

· Healthy budget

He thanked Dr Ring for organising such a successful conference.


	4
	Vice-chair’s report

Dr Agrawal reported that the results of the recent trainee survey showed that 75% of respondents were interested in Neuropsychiatry and 90% were in support of Neuropsychiatry becoming a sub-specialty. This information has been presented as part of the GMC application to become a sub-specialty. The decision was expected in November.

He also reported that the Section had used some of its financial surplus to create a Trainee Award. Four applications had been received, three short-listed and Dr Rampling had been declared the winner at yesterday’s trainee session. 


	5
	Finance report

Dr Faruqui reported that the Section’s balance was around £30K. The current conference attracted around 70 paying delegates each day and was expected to break even. The Section also held a successful joint conference with the BNPA in February, but no surplus was generated. Some money had been set aside for developing service standard guidelines and for working group activities.


	6
	Academic secretary’s report

Dr Ring welcomed everyone to Cambridge and thanked them for attending. He also thanked the speakers and the College’s Conference team.
He reported that next year’s conference would again be a residential one, either in London or Cambridge again. He would welcome programme and speaker suggestions.

He reported that there was a possibility of organising the 2013 conference jointly with the American Neuropsychiatrists’ Association.



	7
	Elections

Dr Bird reported that from June 2012 there would be vacancies on the executive committee for Chair and 6 elected members. The election papers would be circulated in the autumn.


	8
	Working groups

Dr Bird asked members to indicate to Kitti Kottasz if they wished to join a particular working group.


	9
	Discussion

One member commented that there was a lack of neuropsychiatry training places. Dr Agrawal replied that he was in the middle of collating a list of training opportunities nationally and the plan was to set up a central database, to be available on the Section web page.

There was some discussion about the venue for next year’s conference. Some members liked the idea of London or coming back to Cambridge on a regular basis; others would have preferred rotating around the country.

One member asked about links to the Joint Neurosciences Council. Dr Bird replied that the Section was a subscribing member and he attended their meetings.



	10
	Close

Dr Bird thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting.



	11
	Next meeting

September 2012: during the residential conference
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