Wrexham Local Health Board 
Interim arrangements for the Approval, Suspension and 
Termination of Approved Clinicians
Consultation Report

Introduction

The Minister for Health and Social Services agreed that Wrexham Local Health Board would take over the function of managing the process of initial approval, re-approval and ending of approval for section 12(2) Doctors on behalf of all LHBs in Wales from April 2009.  Wrexham Local Health Board has also been acting as the central approving body for Approved Clinicans on behalf of the LHBs in Wales since 3rd November 2008.  
Process

Wrexham Local Health Board undertook a consultation exercise during the period 9th January – 31st January 2009.  A letter was sent to the organisations listed at Appendix 1 seeking feedback and comments on the interim arrangements for the Approval, Suspension and Termination of Approved Clinicians.  
A number of constructive comments were received and the following recommendations have been incorporated into the new interim arrangements for the Approval, Suspension and Termination of Approved Clinicians, which include the renewal of approvals (yearly and five yearly):

· Guidance on how to complete a portfolio in accordance with competencies taken from Schedule 2 of the Mental Health Act 1983 Approved Clinician (Wales) Directions 2008 is now provided to each candidate attending the Approved Clinician induction training.
· All individual panel decisions should be returned to Wrexham LHB within the 2-3 week timeframe and this is included in the guidance issued to panel members.  Applicants will be informed of the outcome within a 6 week period. 
· Any applicant who is refused approval will be notified directly and provided with reasons

· To ensure consistency, the panel Chair will wherever possible assess every portfolio submitted and where the panel cannot reach a unanimous decision the Chair will make the final decision.
· The employer will be informed once an applicant has been approved as an Approved Clinician.

Next Steps
Further to this consultation, guidance has been developed for the approval process for yearly and 5 yearly re-approvals and Approved Clinicians already approved in England, seeking approval in Wales.
The above comments have also been incorporated into the updated process for approval which now includes the re-approval process for Approved Clinicians which is attached for your comment.
Appendix 1
Wrexham Local Health Board

Interim Approval arrangements for the Approval, Suspension and Termination of Approved Clinicians
Consultation List

· Professional bodies

· Local Health Boards
· Trusts 
· Care Council for Wales

· Local Authorities in Wales 
· BPS

· OT 

· Royal College of Nursing / Psychiatry / GPs 
· ADSS (SS Directors)

· WLGA

· HIW

· CSIW 

· Independent Hospital Ass 
· GPC Wales 
· Psychologists – Assessors 
· Senior Nurses
· SW – consortium – Swansea/Manchester Independent Panel Members 
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