October 2007 

To: Members of Academic Faculty of Royal College of Psychiatrists

As you know, the Academic Faculty was recently established in order to provide members of the Royal College of Psychiatrists with a forum for discussion of issues of specific relevance to psychiatrists who work within an academic environment. 
The executive committee of the Academic Faculty has three elected officers (Chair, Secretary and Finance Officer), 12 elected members and up to 8 co-opted members. Professor Robin Murray has been a prime mover in setting up the Academic Faculty and was the first Chair of the Faculty. He is stepping down due to the burden of other commitments but is continuing to act as a co-opted member. There will be an election for Chair early in 2008. At this time there will also be at least one membership vacancy for on the Faculty Executive Committee for at least one member. A formal notice requesting nominations will be sent to Faculty members in the New Year.

The first scientific meeting of the Faculty, organized by Peter Woodruff, was held in Sheffield in February this year. The meeting was a great success with excellent feedback from attendees. The 2008 scientific meeting will again be held in February, this time at the Institute of Psychiatry, London, hosted by Robin Murray. As you will see from the attached flyer, the programme features many leading researchers speaking on a range of topical issues and, again, promises to be an excellent meeting for those interested in academic psychiatry to meet and exchange ideas – we particularly welcome trainees. Places are limited so it is important that those who want to attend book early – if over-subscribed, we will have to make it “first come, first served”.
The Faculty has also arranged successful “academic sessions” at the College annual meetings last year and this year and this will be a regular feature at the future annual meetings. The aim is that presentations will interest to clinical NHS psychiatrists and will help to increase the exposure of clinical colleagues to new research approaches and findings. 

It is obviously important that the executive committee reflects the views and concerns of the Faculty members so, if any Faculty member has particular issues relating to academic psychiatry that s/he would like to bring to the attention of the College, please write to me at the address below:
Nick Craddock

Honorary Secretary and Acting Chair of Academic Faculty 

C/O Kitti Kottasz 
Committee Manager 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 
17 Belgrave Square 
London 
SW1X 8PG 
Email: kkottasz@rcpsych.ac.uk 
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