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The October Exec meeting centred on the annual strategic review of the Faculty’s work.

Review of the year
The last year has seen the completion of a number of substantial pieces of work, including detailed responses to consultations on the Government’s Drugs Strategy and the NTA’s Building Recovery in Communities framework; the publication of Our Invisible Addicts on older substance users; the revision of the “Blue Guidelines” on substance misusers in police custody, which will be published on the College website shortly; the successful delivery of the annual residential meeting (which made a surplus for the Faculty, despite a late-stage reschedule to avoid competing with the Royal Wedding), and also of a one day workshop on leadership for addictions psychiatrists.

The Exec has also been providing the addictions specialist perspective in wider College initiatives, such as the current revision of the “Consultant Norms” guidance document on the size and shape of a manageable consultant psychiatrist job; and guidance and reporting to the GMC on training and assessment.

It is also worth noting that members of the Executive and wider Faculty have also made a significant contribution to important initiatives beyond the College, notably the NICE Alcohol Guidelines, and, currently, work at DH on addiction to OTC and prescription medicines.
Looking ahead:  strategy for 2011-12
The next year, however, will need to be at least as productive as the last.  

Recommissioning continuing apace.  There is now strong anecdotal evidence that cost pressures, combined with a policy framework of localism and outcomes-based commissioning, is in some places leading to service models that risk compromising service users’ recovery and safety by a reduction in specialist input.

So a key priority for 2011-12 will be to support the creation of clear guidelines for commissioners on the parameters of a safe, high quality service.  The Exec is contributing to addictions section of guidance by the Joint Commissioning Panel for Mental Health, due out in Spring 2012, which has the potential to be an influential document.  This will draw on our own updated Roles and Responsibilities document, developed jointly with RCGP, which is expected to be published before the end of the year.  We also intend to run a survey to gather more specific, up-to-date survey evidence on emerging service models, as a basis for raising any concerns and proactively supporting commissioning processes from the outset in future – so if you receive a survey request, a full response would be very helpful.

As noted in previous Exec reports, we also intend to update the Faculty’s report on alcohol, Our Favourite Drug, over the coming year, and are also planning a new report on new trends in drug use, covering new drugs of misuse, “club” drugs and addiction to prescription and OTC medicine.  Both reports aim to apply the particular skills and experience of addictions psychiatry to contribute to public awareness and public debate.

Finally, the move of the National Treatment Agency core functions across to Public Health England have highlighed the need for addiction psychiatrists to review the pubic health component of our work. The Executive will be developing information and guidance for Faculty members on Substance Misuse and Public Health.
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