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ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS’ 

PHILOSOPHY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Draft Minutes of Committee Meeting 

Held in the Royal College of psychiatrists 

Friday 25 April 2008 

1(a)
Attendance:


Dr David Foreman (DF), Professor Eric Matthews (EM), Dr Julian Hughes (JCH) (Chair and Minutes), Professor KWM Fulford (KWMF) (Secretary), Dr Man Chung (MC), Dr Michael Yousif (MY), Dr Neil Nixon (NN) and Dr Ralph-Peter Behrendt (R-PB)

1(b)
Apologies:

Dr David Findlay (DFi), Dr John Callander (JC), Dr Matthew Broome (MB) and Dr Subodh Dave (SD)

2 Minutes: 

The minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Friday 27 April 2007 were accepted as a correct record. There was one typographical correction to the final word of Section 7 (at the top of page 4). 

3 Report on Business Meeting:

A Business Meeting was held at the Annual College Meeting on 21 June 2007 in Edinburgh. This was attended by JCH, KWMF, Dr Adshead and SD. The main topic of conversation was to do with the planning of future academic meetings. 

4 Election of New Chair and Treasurer and  appointment of Secretary:

MB has kindly agreed to be nominated to act as Chair of the Committee. He was proposed by JCH, which was seconded by EM. DF kindly agreed to be nominated for Treasurer. He was proposed by KWMF and seconded by NN. Nomination forms for these appointments will be sent to Sue Duncan before the 30 May 2008. It was also agreed that we would approach SD to see if he would be willing to act as Secretary to the group. This position has been held in an honorary way by KWMF for the last five years. 

It was agreed that spreading the load, in terms of work, would make things less onerous for individual officers of the SIG and should also improve the effectiveness. 

Action: JCH to send round nomination forms.

5 Treasurer’s Report:

Unfortunately we have received no reports from the Treasurer (Dr Hugh Jones) for a couple of years. The new Treasurer will pursue matters in due course. 

Action: new Treasurer to pursue contacts with College when appointment confirmed.

6 Regional Groups: 

· The Scottish Group remains very active. JC has now taken over the lead from DFi and EM was able to report that the Aberdeen Group is flourishing. JC reported by email that the local Philosophy, Psychiatry and Psychology Interest Group remained very active with meetings every two months, attracting a mixed group of around 30 clinicians, philosophers, neuroscientists and others. JC himself had presented a paper at a conference in Tucson, Arizona (Towards a Science of Consciousness), which was an excellent meeting and a further brief report of this will appear in the forthcoming newsletter.
· Institute of Psychiatry – The reports are that the meetings continue to go well, but we still have no firm point of contact. For instance, we do not know where to direct people interested in attending these meetings. This will be passed on to MB with the aim of establishing a link that can then be advertised on the website. It would be reasonable for someone from the Institute’s Group to attend the Committee meetings. 
Action: MB to consider

· The HUMAN Group in Nottingham does not seem to have been able to pursue the survey of teaching of philosophy in the MRCPsych training. However, NN was able to report that there is now some teaching within the Masters’ Course available at Nottingham. 
We are not aware of other local groups at present. 

7 Activities Report:

A Conferences in the last year:

4 May 2007:

Joint meeting of the Philosophy and Spirituality Special Interests Groups: This was held as a one day event in the Warren Suite at the Royal College, the topic being ‘Body and Spirit’. The meeting was very successful and has been and will be reported elsewhere. 

21 June 2007:
A whole day of training was provided at the College’s Annual Meeting in Edinburgh on 21 June 2007. This consisted of four sessions on Values Based Practice and Diagnosis. The sessions were co-sponsored with the WPA International Programme on Psychiatry for the Person. 

13 October 2007:

The 4th RD Laing Conference entitled ‘Madness and Philosophy: the legacy of Michel Foucault’. This meeting was held in conjunction with the Philadelphia Association.

B
Future confirmed meetings


Wednesday 2 July 2008:


Once again we are represented at the College’s Annual General Meeting, to be held in London. The various sessions have been co-organised with the Critical Philosophy Network. Professor Philip Thomas from the Institute for Philosophy, Diversity and Mental Heath, Centre for Ethnicity and Health, University of Central Lancashire, has taken the lead in organising the events, as follows: 


09.45-11.00 – S4 Working with different meanings of diagnosis.


11.40-12.45 - S8 Philosophical and moral basis of diagnosis.


13.45-15.00 - W4 Values culture and diagnosis


15.30-16.45 - W5 Putting the individual back into psychiatry: revisiting psychiatric formulation.


Friday 19 September 2008:

Council Room Royal College of Psychiatrists: ‘Philosophical understanding of schizophrenia’ 

This is a one day event being organised by MC. The budget was previously circulated. The aim is to have an interdisciplinary day. We discussed the cost of the day, which we think should be in the region of £55 depending on the final budget. We also discussed possible alternative speakers to be approached by MC. Administrative support of the event was also discussed. Given that MC is not a member of the College, it would be reasonable for him to be supported in an administrative way, but this will incur a charge. At the moment, following some initial quotes, we are considering using the kind offices of Katherine Chung. However, we recognise the sensitivity involved in using a personal contact in this way. An approach will be made through Sue Duncan to the College to seek their approval of this arrangement. The Committee is willing to support the arrangement as long as a suitable due process has been followed. We recognise the time commitment that this sort of organisation inevitably imposes on those involved. 

Action: 1. MC to pursue organization and to make case for financial support; 2. JCH to pass information on to Sue Duncan and appropriate officers of the College.


6-8 October 2008:

The INPP 11th Annual Meeting for Philosophy and Mental Health: ‘Psychiatry and Freedom’, to be held in Dallas Texas USA.


The Philosophy Special Interest Group of the Royal College of Psychiatrists is supporting this event and a number of the Committee members are on the advisory board for the conference.


The Philosophy Special Interest Group continues to support the activities of the World Psychiatric Association in connection with philosophy and mental health. 

C
Planned future meetings:


Last year, at SD’s suggestion, we established a pattern of three meetings a year as follows: 

i. A small meeting within the College, possibly with another College organisation. Last year we talked about a joint meeting with the Trans-Cultural SIG.

Action: SD to be asked if wishes to pursue this possibility.

ii. One outside meeting a year, usually a joint meeting with another organisation. The meeting with the Journal of Ethics in Mental Health discussed last year had to be abandoned. 

iii. A session each year at the College’s Annual Meeting. 

In discussing future planned meetings, several ideas were considered. 

i.  MC is pursuing some sort of joint meeting with the British Psychological Society. This could be a small meeting within the College, but equally could be a session supported by the Philosophy SIG to be held at the Annual Conference of the BPS. 

Action: Either or both possibilities will be pursued by MC. 

ii. DF and R-PB mooted the idea of a meeting to discuss models intermediate between genetics and phenotype, possibly including discussion of a psychoanalytic understanding of illness. It was generally thought that this would be a worthwhile idea to pursue. 

Action: R-PB to consider drafting a brief outline of a proposal for such a meeting to be circulated to members of the Committee.

Action: All members of the Committee to think about further ideas for meetings. Ideas should be shared within the Committee to consider how to pursue in more detail. 

8 Publications and Communications: 

· Newsletter: The last newsletter was No 28, sent in March 2007. We are aiming to send out another newsletter in the very near future. JCH has agreed to edit the newsletter and aim for two newsletters per years. 
Action: All members of the Committee to send information concerning conferences, or book reviews, to JCH as soon as possible. 

· Website: We discussed the further improvement of the website with MY, the SIG’s website co-ordinator. It was agreed that it would be useful to have links showing the activities of regional groups, such as the Scottish Group, but also the Institute of Psychiatry Group. 
Action: MY to contact JC in order to keep updated with events in Scotland.

Action: MB to liaise with MY about contacts at the Institute of Psychiatry in order to advertise their meetings.

· We should also have links to the WPA website.
Action: MB to liaise with MY about appropriate internet link.

· We had some discussion about a blog, but recognised the difficulties of managing or policing such a facility.
Action: MY will make some tentative enquiries. 

· It may also be appropriate for us to advertise other suitable resources for people interested in philosophy of psychiatry. This could include (along with the International Network of Philosophy and Psychiatry) Wikipedia and other well established internet resources. 
· International contacts – JCH informed the Committee of the link with Dr Drozdstoj St Stojanov. Dr St Stojanov is a co-founder of the Balkan Association of History and Philosophy of Medicine. He has been welcomed as a member of the Philosophy SIG and KWMF has already participated in meetings in Bulgaria.
9 Education and Research:

· A discussion, led by DF, stressed the importance of making sure that philosophy stays in the curriculum. It should also be possible to use values based medicine practically within personal development plans (PDPs).
· The work of the Centre for Abuse and Trauma Studies was highlighted, bringing together social psychology and trans-cultural research, with an emphasis on a mixture of perspectives, including legal and values based perspectives. 
· Following the action point in last year’s minutes, JCH contacted the Chief Examiner and we were invited to contribute to the drawing up of exam questions. An email to this effect was sent out to members of the Committee on 25 June 2007. No replies were received. 
10 Any other business 

i. We note that MC is chairing the Committee of the BPS to organise their Annual Meeting. This will facilitate the possibility of joint meetings as suggested above. 

ii. The Wellcome Trust is in the process of deciding on strategic centres in medical humanities. Durham University have approached JCH seeking contact with the SIG and the College to support their work if they were to be successful in their bid for a strategic award. We presume that whoever wins these prestigious awards (KWMF noted that Warwick University has also applied) might well wish to work with the Philosophy SIG in the future. 

11
Date and time of next meeting

Business meeting to be held at The College’s Annual General Meeting in London on Wednesday 2 July 2008 during the lunch break between 12.45-13.45. Location to be confirmed.[image: image1.png]
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