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Royal College of Psychiatrists Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual Special Interest Group
	Date:
	3 June 2009

	MINUTES
	Venue:
	BT Conference Centre, Liverpool


PRESENT: Michael King (Chairperson), Annie Bartlett, Helen Killespy, Sandra Evans, Steve Hopker, Shawn Mitchell, Jack Dreschler (in attendance)

APOLOGIES: Gian Galeazzi, Susan Galea  

	1
	MINUTES OF AGM 2008

	
	1.1
	Accepted
	

	2
	MATTERS ARISING

	
	2.1
	None
	

	3
	ELECTION OF OFFICERS

	
	3.1
	Resignations:

Annie Bartlett, Helen Killespy
	

	
	3.2
	Election (unopposed): 

Michael King (Chairperson), Sandra Evans (Finance Officer)
	

	4
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

	
	4.1
	Gian Galeazzi, Shawn Mitchell (Secretary), Susan Galea, Steve Hopker, Helen Killespy
	

	5
	NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

	
	5.1
	None
	

	6
	MEETINGS PROGRAMME

	
	6.1
	Annual Meeting 2010

Sexuality and institutional environments – acute, and secure settings and those providing care for those with dementia.
	

	
	6.2
	Other meetings

1. AB suggested that the Cultural Competence presentations done today at the AGM could be rerun, plenary sessions in the morning and a workshop in the afternoon. January could be an ideal time.

2. SM suggested the possibility of a joint meeting with WPSIG – women, sexuality and secure environments. AB suggested an international perspective, the Vanderhoven Clinic in Netherlands, a secure facility, provides facilities for couples.

3. Transgender issues within DSM V (due out in 2012). There would be a need to co-opt someone to guide on this. Focus could be on diagnostic issues and/or transcultural issues (possibly including an anthropologist to speak of sociocultural ways of viewing transgender issues).

Any conference will need CPD approval.
	SM, HK, SE to organise

SM to explore possible administration support for organising a conference

	7
	ANNUAL REPORT

	
	7.1
	 Accepted 

Thanks to AB for her wisdom and leadership over the last four years. Thanks too to HK for her contributions as secretary.
	

	8
	SIG WEBSITE

	
	8.1
	SH reported on problems experienced with the website. The website is now being supported by Veena with regard to presentation, appearance etc.. There was discussion as to who is the main audience for the website, the general public, or college members. There was consensus the website that the website is for both.

Content to include:

For the general public it would helpful to have links to Stonewall, PACE and other relevant organisations. 

Statements made to press on behalf the College.

Articles written by members – either links to the entire article or summary (for the general public) 

Jack Deschler stated that there is useful information on GLB issues on the APA public website section called Healthy Minds (http://www.healthyminds.org/More-Info-For/GayLesbianBisexuals.aspx) and also on the American Psychological Association Division (44 GLBT Section) website.


	Articles to be sent to SH

SH to meet with Veena, and to create submap in order to know where articles, links and other information should be placed.

	9
	FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

	
	9.1
	Current balance: £979.06. 

The only income source is academic meetings and the training package. It was suggested that the charge for the proposed Cultural Competence workshop could be about £50. 
	

	10
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	
	10.1
	Poor attendance at AGM. 

Possible reasons for this and ways of improving this were discussed, including advertising of meeting, venue and time. The SIG member’s views of the the SIG and it’s activities would be helpful in determining the future direction of the SIG.- Issues regarding difficulties in directly emailing members were discussed at the last executive committee meeting.  Academic events can also be a way of communicating with members. 

It was agreed that a survey of membership asking about sexual orientation, possible concerns regarding prejudice in workplace, reasons for belonging to SIG would be useful. This could also be used as a way of encouraging member to become more involved.
	MK to draft survey of members, circulate to exec members

	
	11.2
	Podcast 

An interview with MK, describing the role of the SIG, as a podcast on the website, would be another way to inform interested people of the activities of the SIG. 
	

	
	11.3
	MK/AB’s paper on Treatment of Homosexuality

SH stated that the outcome of AB and MK’s paper on psychiatrists, psychologists, psychotherapists and counsellors opinions regarding treating homosexual people who wanted to change sexual orientation treating raises issues for psychiatrists The College has made a statement in response to this paper. Consequently there is a need to equip psychiatrists with cultural competence in a changing society. This will be a topic for discussion at the next executive committee meeting.

MK has qualitative researcher who may be able to extract qualitative information from the paper.
	AB to send papers to MK

	14
	DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

	
	14.1
	21 July 4pm – Mental Health Sciences Department, Royal Free Hospital, London

17 Nov 4pm– Mental Health Sciences Department, Royal Free Hospital, London
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