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Dear Sir,





Mental Health Task Force in Disaster, Jaffna District





We are writing to inform you of the composition and activities of the Mental Health Task Force in Disaster, which was organized with the goal of coordinating the psychosocial  humanitarian response to the effects of the tsunami of December 26, 2004. The Task Force was formed at a meeting at the Association of Health and Counselling (Shanthiham) on December 29, involving several of the organizations which provide humanitarian services in the Jaffna district under the chair of Prof D.J. Somasundaram (Consultant Psychiatrist). An action committee composed of personnel from 18 organizations was formed with the purpose of meeting regularly to coordinate and direct mental health activities. The Task Force is charged with carrying out the following activities;


Coordinate and utilize all available mental health resources


Publish handouts describing mental health to relief workers


Provide short-term awareness seminars and training  to relief workers in the government and non-government sectors


Keep maintain contact and facilitate networking among the organizations carrying out mental health activity, as well as other organizations generally involved in relief activity


Maintain news exchanges and feedback with the mass media


Organize community-based interventions (i.e., with local organizations such as schools, or religious and other community organizations), to facilitate their own relief and other activities


Collect, tabulate, and document data  regarding this disaster, and share it with relevant organizations


Initiate hospital-based mental  health activities








The following organizations are represented in the Task Force: 


	


Shanthiham 		District Child Protection Committee 


Ahavoli		Danish Red Cross Council 	


Sri Lanka Red Cross Society                                           	 Mental Health Society


International Committee of Red Cross	Child Rights Promoting Officer 	


Human Rights Commission for Sri Lanka 	UNHCR	


UNICEF                                      		TRRO


Holistic Health Centre 		Jaffna Social Action Centre	


HUDEC                                     		GTZ/BECAre		


University psychiatric unit          		 Jaffna Teaching Hospital &


Dept. of Health (Jaffna)		Tellippalai District Hospital


	                                                           (Psychiatric Unit)


	


For further information, please contact Mental Health Task Force.








 











