	Minutes

of the business meeting 

of the Faculty of Learning Disability Psychiatry

7 October 2011

Bristol


	[image: image1.png]PSYCH

ROYAL COLLEGE OF
PSYCHIATRISTS






1 To record the names of those present

Dr Ian Hall (Chair)

Dr Harm Boer (Vice-chair)

Dr Angela Hassiotis (Finance Officer)

62 members were in attendance.

Dr Hall welcomed everyone to the business meeting and the officers introduced themselves.

2 To receive apologies

No separate apologies 

3 Minutes

The minutes of the previous business meeting held on 1 April 2011 were approved as a correct record.

4 Matters arising from minutes

No separate matters arising

5 Chair’s report from the executive

Dr Hall discussed the Strategy aims and objectives.
1. Inpatient services: This is led by Dr Regi Alexander. Dr Hall discussed the recent events regarding Winterbourne view and the subsequent letter to the Prime Minister signed by a wide range of different organisations. Dr Hall explained that the faculty is keen to cooperate with other organisations, but that we could not agree with the original draft of the letter which stated that all (no-forensic) LD inpatient units should be closed, but that following further negotiation we were able to agree to the letter. Therefore it was agreed to set up the Inpatient services workstream, and Dr Alexander is setting up a drafting committee in November 2011. 
2. Health service reforms: This is led by Dr Ashok Roy. Dr Roy gave an overview of the work done. He has set up a working group and a clustering tool has been developed. A training event will follow. The clustering tool will be evaluated and Dr Roy will be asking for volunteer services to help in this process. 
3. Training and recruitment: This workstream is led by Dr Helen Miller and Jo Jones. The faculty has started a new campaign on recruitment in Psychiatry. Although recruitment in LD psychiatry is not bad compared to other specialities we still feel that it is important to continue to work on this. Dr Helen Miller summarised the work proposed for this which will include a stand at the next international congress of psychiatry. 
The Spring Meeting will be a joint meeting with the BPS in London on 30 March 2012, and the next annual meeting in autumn 2012 will be in either Manchester or Newcastle. 

Dr Hall encouraged member and others to follow and engage with the Faculty Facebook pages and Twitter. 

6 Finance report  
Dr Hassiotis reported that the Faculty Finances were currently reasonably healthy, at least partly due to a series of successful conferences. 
7 Education and Training
Dr Jones reported the following: 
· We are trying to link TPDS nationally, and need the College to be informed of changes to keep an up-to-date list. 

· TPDs continue to have an annual workshop - next will be in March 2012

· TPDs been sent questionnaire to help information flow back to FECC

· We will look at curriculum again next year for some revisions

Dr Jones will stand down as FECC chair in April next year and we are looking for somebody to take her place, and she has indicated that she would like to work with this person in the months before she stands down. 
8 Progress report from the faculty working groups
Dr Hassiotis is leading the update of the CR115 Meeting the mental health needs of adults with a mild learning disability. Dr Hall reported that this has been a slow process, but that progress had been made recently. Part of the problem is that whereas this is a major issue for LD psychiatry, it is only one of many concerns for the General Adult psychiatry faculty.
9 Plaudits
Alex Shapiro Prize Winners: Dr Bhathika Perera (oral) and Dr Gareth Rees (poster)
Jack Piachaud Prize Winners: Amanda Barton, Rachel Bayliss, Sarah Browne, Ralph Harper and Christine Scarsbrook
Dr Hall congratulated Dr Miller for having been awarded a Bronze award (with the recent cuts these are now much more difficult to achieve), and Professor the Baroness Hollins who will be the next President of the BMA. 

10 Obituaries 
We were informed of the deaths of Dr Alan Heaton-Ward, a past chair of the faculty, and of Dr Ziad Jabarin, until recently Consultant in Exeter, and former Regional Representative. A period of silence was observed. 

11 Any Other Business 
Professor Hollins proposed that the Faculty could lead with a process that could lead to a senior trainee in LD psychiatry to join her staff at the Lords on a one day per week unpaid placement. This work would include drafting and editing document and helping in writing speeches. 
12 Future meeting
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