Minutes of MHISIG AGM
Glasgow 
12/07/06

Present

Committee Members


Other members present

Zia Nadeem (Chairman)

Ankush Vidyarthi

Fionnbar Lenihan


Omer Moghraby

Nigel Mackenzie


Justin Marley

Gurpal Gosall 



Jeffrey Jones

Martin Briscoe

John Brady

Apologies

Matt Evans, Sudhir Kaliglota

1. Introductions of those present

2. The minutes of the 2005 AGM were approved

3. Chairman’s Report

· The Chairman expressed his gratitude to the membership for having elected him, and congratulations for Fionnbar Lenihan for the completion of the book “Computers and the Internet for Psychiatrists”.

· The name of the SIG has changed to the Mental Health Informatics Special Interest Group. It was felt that the old name was too restrictive as informatics issues will have a big impact on mental health issues. Possible future developments include the development of an MHI faculty (which is being discussed on the MHI sub-committee) and the incorporation of an MHI module into the MSc course in medical informatics run by the Royal College of Physicians.

· The new discussion list on Mental Health Informatics now has 80 members, and MHISIG membership is about 1,600. MHISIG is still not able to access the e-mail addresses of all of these. Martin Briscoe informed the meeting that the college site will soon have links to MHISIG and the Mental Health Informatics list. Connect also advertises them.

4. Secretary’s Report

· There have been no meetings since the last AGM, therefore little to report.

5. Treasurer’s Report

· There has been no change to MHISIG finances; £4565 still remains in the account. Sponsorship should be considered.

6. Future role of MHISIG

Possible future roles were suggested…..

· An IT session at the College AGM. Possible topics include online treatment, electronic records, Connecting for Health, telepsychiatry

· Issuing guidelines eg. for telepsychiatry

· A mental health informatics module which could be piloted at conferences

· The MHI group could collate information on projects in progress, including details on the technologies involved using a wiki or blogs.

The following ideas were felt to be particularly useful……….

· A new unofficial website using wikis or blogs, with a domain name

· A bimonthly e-mail to members, with similar content to Connect, containing links to the websites, new information on the net, or the top blogs

7. Workshops

Suggestions for future workshops included…..

· Only one session for basic Word

· Home networks, wi-fi

· Training people to teach IT skills

· CPD-style levels of competence, with a test at the end

It was proposed that Sudhir would organise the workshops again, and if he couldn’t, that Gurpal would.

