Minutes of MHISIG AGM, Edinburgh, 21/06/07

Present

Zia Nadeem (Chairman)

Fionbar Lenihan

Sudhir Kaliglota

Gurpal Gosall

Justin Marley

Matt Evans

John Brady

Apologies

Martin Briscoe, Omer Moghraby, Nigel McKenzie

1) The minutes of the 2006 AGM were approved

2) Chairman’s report

Justin and Omer were welcomed to the committee. Zia stated it had been a quiet year for MHISIG, but we did have a full session at this year’s annual meeting, organised jointly with the Informatics sub-committee of the college. It is hoped to have another one next year, and ideas were asked for.

3) Secretary’s report

There were no other meetings during the year, so nothing to report.

4) Treasurer’s report

Expenses last year were £683, for the newsletter. Our closing balance is now £4082.70.

5) Newsletter

The issue of an e-newsletter was discussed. This would probably involve links to useful articles. The possibility of a joint newsletter with another group was mentioned, such as the Informatics sub-committee. The possibility of a pilot project was mentioned. Zia will take this forward.

6) Fundraising

Fundraising events have been tried before, and found to be difficult, time-consuming and expensive. The possibility of a joint event with the Informatics sub-committee was mentioned, as they have more resources. Gurpal offered to contact the College Education and Training Committee who may be helpful in arranging a training day aimed at trainees. Justin agreed to look at content.

7) The MHISIG and Informatics sub-committee websites are currently being merged by Matt.

8) It was stated that MHISIG committee members have taken up consultant posts in the last couple of years, and new members are needed with more time on their hands. Publicity for this could be spread through the e-newsletter, or at a conference/training day. Justin also suggested doing reviews, e.g. of software, for College journals would raise our profile.

9) Workshops for next year

Word x 2 (1 basic, 1 intermediate)

Powerpoint x3 (2B, 1 I)

Searching web x2, ? 3rd for PubMed

Using cinema to teach psychiatry x1-2

Mobile computing, PDAs and beyond x1-2

? Reference manager x1 with James Woolley

It was also suggested that all this free teaching should entitle us to more free entry to the Annual Meeting

