The Royal College of Psychiatrists’ Winter Business Meeting

Will be held on Friday 17th February 2012 at 13.30 hours, at the Royal College of Psychiatrists, and will be chaired by the President, Professor Sue Bailey.

Agenda

1. To approve the minutes of the previous Winter Business Meeting held on Friday 25th March 2011 at the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
1. Obituary
1. Election of Honorary Fellows


Nominations for Honorary Fellowship:


Professor Dinesh Bhugra FRCPsych

From his earliest days and roots growing up in India Dinesh Bhugra has used his innate passion and skills for reading and absorbing knowledge for the prime purpose of improving the mental health of all across the world.  He has worked selflessly to support and increase the understanding of a wide range of health and social care professionals about the impact of mental illness on the individual and families, whatever the diversity of their circumstances.

He has been a pioneer in challenging areas in both clinical research and practice.  As Professor of Mental Health and Cultural Diversity at the Institute of Psychiatry he has led national and international research on key areas in mental health and the impact of cultural factors e.g. with respect to schizophrenia, pathways into care, deliberate self harm, primary care, sexual disfunction and deviation and health services research.

Throughout his professional career he has served the Royal College of Psychiatrists and all its members right from the early days when he became Chair of the then Psychiatric Trainees Committee.  Elected Sub-Dean then Dean, Dinesh led through the challenging times of the acceptance by PMETB of a new curriculum for psychiatry.  He was an outstanding Dean who safely took us through some of the most troublesome times in medical education.

Uniquely elected unopposed as President of the Royal College of Psychiatrists he raised the profile of psychiatry and psychiatrists across medicine, being elected as Vice-Chair of the Academy of the Medical Royal Colleges.  In Europe he has taken the lead in developing an identity for European psychiatry in order to best serve the public and mental health of the population of Europe.

Whilst President, Dinesh continued to publish books, papers and research at an amazing pace, of amazing quality and always an easy read.

For the World Psychiatric Association he led two very important projects, the latter dealing with the impact of natural disasters on local communities.

As President he brought great wisdom, but, above all, leadership and enthusiasm which has enabled us to be at the position where we are with policy makers to act as true critical friends to governments and to be proud of the profession in which we practise.

As leader, educationalist and communicator Dinesh has delivered excellence in all he does and in so doing has vastly improved the lives of users and carers across the world.

Already the recipient of honours from many European national societies and research bodies, Dinesh is richly deserving of the Honorary Fellowship of this College for which he has made such a difference.

Professor Dame Carol Black DBE FRCP FmedSci

Professor Black is an eminent physician and well known leader in the medical profession.  Her achievements in the field of medical leadership are exemplary.  Over the years she has made significant contributions in her elected roles.

As President of the Royal College of Physicians (2002 – 2006) Professor Black led on the production of a powerful document on the role of the doctor and medical professionalism, which was widely cited around the world.  She was then elected Chair of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges (2006 – 2009) during which time she led the profession ably and managed to achieve a single voice in response to the then government’s Modernising Medical Careers and MTA situations.

Professor Black’s contributions to the medical profession as a whole, and to mental health and psychiatry, are embedded in various documents which were produced by the Academy and which influence national policy.  She created an environment in which various specialties worked together.  She has continued to work in the Department of Work and Pensions and has led on ensuring that ill individuals, including those with mental illness, do not suffer from discrimination and unemployment.  As National Director for Health and Work over the last five years she has taken a lead in ensuring that returning to work is seen as a measure of clinical success.  The Black Report (2008) made clear recommendations, including the development of the Fit Note (rather than Sick Note), keeping people fit in work and reducing the social and economic burdens of sickness.  These were accepted by the government.

As Chair of the Nuffield Trust for Research and Policy Studies in Health Services Professor Black has positioned the Trust as authoritative and independent.  She is Pro-Chancellor of the University of Bristol, Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery  and Chair of the governance board of the Centre for Workforce Intelligence.  She has been honoured by thirteen UK universities and has fellowships of more than twenty international organisations.  

Professor Black was awarded CBE in 2002 and became Dame in 2005.  We shall be honouring a distinguished physician who is a close friend of the psychiatric profession.

Professor Mario Maj FRCPsych

Professor Maj is a truly outstanding international figure in psychiatry, whose contributions to research, academic psychiatry and policy influences are immense.

After graduation from the University of Naples he obtained his PhD in Sweden.  Professor Maj has been the Head of Department of Psychiatry at the University of Naples since 1985, and during this period was the most cited Italian psychiatrist between 1981 and 2009.  He has chaired various commissions in Italy, and served as President of the Italian Psychiatric Association 2000 – 2002.  He has been President of the Council of Italian Psychiatrists, of the Italian Society of Biological Psychiatrists and the Italian Society of Psychiatric  Epidemiology.  He has founded two eminent institutions – the Italian Society of Psychiatric Epidemiology and the Italian Society of Psychiatric Rehabilitation.

Professor Maj is a member of the Italian High Council of Medicine and and advisor to the Ministry of Health.

He served as President of the European Psychiatric Association 2003 – 2004, in which role he established a task force to achieve patient and carer involvement.  He was elected Chairman of the AEP/UEMS/WHO/WPA Task Force (2003 – 2004) which looked at training and Education.

In 2008 Professor Maj was elected President of the World Psychiatric Association, having served previously as WPA Secretary for Publications (1997 – 2005).  During this period he was responsible for establishing a new journal, World Psychiatry, which he edits and which is the official journal of the WPA, translated into six languages and widely read.  He is also on the editorial board of more than ten high impact international journals.

Professor Maj has been very active as a researcher and an educator on behalf of the World Health Organisation in sub-Saharan Africa, South East Asia and Latin America.  His most recent role in advising the WHO on the revision of ICD-11 has been truly inspirational.

Professor Maj is a truly inspirational international figure whose contributions to the science and practice of psychiatry are worthy of honour.


Dame Philippa Russell DBE

Dame Philippa Russell is a distinguished social scientist who has made a major contribution to our understanding of the needs of children and adults with learning disabilities and their carers. She is a powerful advocate for their needs and remains very influential as a policy advisor, her advice and expertise having been sought by governments of all persuasions for more than thirty years. As a Disability Rights Commissioner, she led their Formal Investigation into health inequalities as experienced by people with learning disabilities or mental health problems. 

She was awarded an OBE for her work with children with special educational needs and their families; the CBE for services to disabled people and the DBE in 2009 for services to disabled people and family carers. In 1990 she was awarded the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Centenary International Award for women who have contributed to the field of learning disability. 

She is also a member of the Cross-Government Programme Board, overseeing the delivery of the Carers Strategy and has been appointed a member of the newly formed Ministerial Advisory Group on the Mental Health Strategy. She is a member of the DH Advisory Group on Personal Health Budgets. She represents carers’ interests on the Government’s National Stakeholders Group (working with the Government on national health policy) and the Social Care Reference Group (again working with the Government, in this case on national policy on adult social care). 

She is a member of the London Mental Health Project’s Friends, Family and Carers Panel and was a member of the Nuffield Bioethics Council’s Working Party on decision-making in fetal and neonatal medicine.  

She is the parent of a son with a learning disability and associated mental health problems and has wide contacts with voluntary and user organisations with an interest in disabled children, young people and their families and carers. 

Dame Philippa is well known to numerous Members and Fellows of the College and her distinguished work to improve the care, wellbeing and life chances of people with learning disabilities, one of the most vulnerable groups in society, continues to inspire and encourage us in our own work. 


Professor Eric Taylor FRCPsych

Eric Taylor is a most distinguished Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist internationally.  He has excelled as a leading clinician and academic, but over and above this has contributed locally, nationally and internationally to the wellbeing of very disadvantaged children.

Professor Taylor has transformed our understanding of children with disruptive behaviour.  Thirty years ago disruptive behaviour was poorly understood – in Europe hyperactivity (ADHD) was barely recognised, while in the USA it was diagnosed far too commonly.  Eric Taylor showed that most disruptive behaviour could be divided reliably into that which was anti-social and that which was hyperactive.  He described carefully the distinguishing characteristics of each condition and showed that they were equally common.

He carried out the largest study in the world of this disorder by taking an English sample and screening 3000 children.  Since then he has followed up this sample over many years into adolescence, and then adult life, and shown how the condition persists and how its features change.  This had led to a recognition that there is an untreated population of adults who, suitably treated, can lead healthy, productive economic lives.

Professor Taylor has carried out world famous studies elucidating the causes of hyperactivity, including identifying genes that are strongly implicated, and has creatively used the latest brain-scanning technology to illuminate the particular parts of the brain that are dysfunctional in this disorder.  In addition he has demonstrated the specific action of medication in these regions and related it to particular neurotransmitters, the chemicals responsible for communicating signals in the brain.

He was a distinguished editor of the Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, the leading European journal in this field (1984-1995).  Under his stewardship both its circulation and its impact factor (a measure of how often other academics around the world refer to its articles) increased very substantially.  It now has a higher impact factor than the leading American journal in the field.  It is safe to say that this was built on the foundations laid by Professor Taylor.

Professor Taylor is a a fellow and honorary life fellow of several international learned societies and has examined doctorates across the world.  He is a sought after speaker at international conferences where he combines erudition, breadth of knowledge and humour to illustrate his great skills as a teacher as well as a scientist.

Eric Taylor is a particularly fine teacher who is sought by educational institutions across the world.  Several very prestigious universities in the USA have tried to lure him away from the UK, but he has remained devoted to this country.

In addition to all this Eric Taylor is a very skilled and wise man who has acted as mentor, advisor, mediator and adjudicator both formally and informally for many in the profession of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.  He is very approachable and has a capacity to deal with complex and difficult situations in a manner that inspires confidence in his colleagues and great respect.

Over and above his contribution to the National Health Service, he has contributed in the voluntary sector as founding chairman of the Southwark Community Development Project for the Mentally Handicapped (1978-1990)  and as Chairman and Committee Member, Southwark Association for Mental Health (1974-1991).   This has had a major impact on the local community, improving the lives of children often neglected by statutory services.

Professor Taylor has been devoted to the national Attention Deficit Disorder Information and Support Service (the leading voluntary organisation for young people with ADHD or hyperkinetic syndrome and their families).  His work was acknowledged by their Achievement Award in 2001.  He has contributed as their chief medical advisor, but more than this as a quiet, thoughtful and sympathetic ear to often distressed parents.

Professor Taylor was instrumental in driving up standards in training for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, being first Secretary and then Chair of the Royal College committee overseeing this at a crucial time in the profession’s development (1985-1995).

Eric Taylor is a humble and modest man who tries to promote others and who carries lightly his many distinctions.
