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INTRODUCTION
One of the main aims of the Philosophy Special Interest Group (SIG) is to keep the Members and Fellows of the College aware of events in the field of the Philosophy of Psychiatry. This issue of the Newsletter is aimed at doing just that. In particular, we wish to encourage you to attend the joint meeting we are holding with the Spirituality SIG at the College on Friday 4th May. The theme of the day is “Body and Spirit”. This will be approached philosophically with thoughts from both antiquity and from the 20th Century. We shall then hear reflections on the theme from a variety of faith traditions, with plenty of time for interaction. It promises to be an extremely interesting and stimulating day; and a cheap one at only £35.00. However, spaces are very limited so anyone interested will have to be quick! The application form and details appear below.

In addition, we have provided details of the various contributions that the SIG is involved in at the Annual Conference in Edinburgh. We should quickly add that there are a number of other sessions likely to be of interest to SIG members even if not organized by the SIG committee. For instance, Professor Ikkos and Dr Boardman are presenting on the Thursday (09.45-11.00) on John Rawls’s theory of social justice; and I note that Professor Robin Jacoby is chairing a session on human rights in transition countries (14.30-15.45) on the same day. Thursday 21st June is clearly going to be a good day for philosophers in Edinburgh and we shall be holding our annual SIG business meeting during the lunch break (for details see the final programme). Please feel free to attend to make your views known about how the SIG should run.

Later in the year we are once again supporting the R. D. Laing Conference, entitled “Madness and Philosophy: the legacy of Michel Foucault”. We continue to maintain our connections with the International Network for Philosophy and Psychiatry, for whom a lavish conference is organized for the summer in South Africa. Finally, closer to home, we have included details of a series of lectures in Birmingham featuring one of our committee members. We hope you will be able to attend at least some of these events and, in particular, look forward to seeing you at the College on 4th May. A fuller Newsletter will follow in the next few months. Please feel free to send us any news, book reviews or details of conferences.
Dr Julian C Hughes (Chair, Philosophy SIG: j.c.hughes@ncl.ac.uk)
Forthcoming Conference Details

A. Joint Meeting of the Philosophy and Spirituality Special Interest Groups

‘BODY AND SPIRIT’

Warren Suite, Royal College of Psychiatrists

17 Belgrave Square London SW1X 8PG

Friday 4th May, 2007

10.00 Registration and coffee

Morning Session – Chair: Professor Andrew Sims

10.25 Introduction to the day

10.30 Professor Philip van der Eijk


‘Attitudes to the body and spirit in the Hippocratic Corpus’

11.35 Professor Eric Matthews

‘Philosophical attitudes to body and spirit, with particular reference to 
the works of Merleau-Ponty’

12.30 Lunch

Afternoon Session – Chair: Dr Julian Hughes

13.45 Introduction: Body and Spirit from the perspective of different 
faith traditions

13.50 Professor Pali Hungin

14.20 Dr Paramabandhu Groves

14.50 Professor Tariq Ramadan

15.20 Tea break

15.40 Plenary

16.30 Close
About the speakers:
Philip van der Eijk read Classics at Leiden University, where he was awarded his doctorate in 1991 for a thesis on Aristotle’s theory of dreams. In 1998, he was appointed Professor of Greek at Newcastle. Among his publications are a two-volume collection and interpretation of the fragments of the Greek medical writer Diocles of Carystus and a collection of studies on medical historiography. His selected papers on Greek and Roman medicine and philosophy have been published by Cambridge University Press under the title "Medicine and Philosophy in Classical Antiquity. Doctors and Philosophers on Nature, Soul, Health and Disease" (2005). His current research is concerned with the role of Aristotelianism in the development of medical science in antiquity (for which he has been awarded a Wellcome Trust Project Grant).

Eric Matthews is an Emeritus Professor of Philosophy and is currently an Honorary Research Professor of Medical Ethics and the Philosophy of Psychiatry. His main research interests lie in the philosophy and ethics of medicine, especially psychiatry; and twentieth century French philosophy. He has published widely in this field, including "Mental and Physical Illness: An Unsustainable Separation?" (in Eastman and Peay (eds), Law without Enforcement, Oxford, Hart Publishing, 1999); "Moral Vision and the Idea of Mental Illness" (PPP: 6, 4, 1999); "Autonomy and the Psychiatric Patient" (Journal of Applied Philosophy, 17, 1, 2000); "How can a mind be sick?" (in Fulford, Sadler and Stanghellini (eds), Nature and Narrative, Oxford, OUP, 2003) and a monograph on Mind (Continuum Press, London and New York, 2005). Books include Twentieth Century French Philosophy, published by OUP in 1996, and The Philosophy of Merleau-Ponty, published by Acumen Publishing in 2002.

Professor Pali Hungin OBE MD FRCGP FRCP FRSA is the Dean of Medicine at Durham University. Previously a GP, his research interests are in the early detection and effective management of long-term conditions. He has a particular interest in gastroenterology, which led him to explore definitions and understandings of functional problems. This raises questions about our perceptions of disease, our construction of disease models and our current appreciation of the brain-body axis. He is fascinated by the power of placebo and of suggestive influence, wondering what role, this has and whether transparency, in this age of evidence, is tenable. 

Dr Paramabandhu Groves is a consultant psychiatrist in substance misuse in the Camden & Islington Mental Health and Social Care Trust. His research interests include the relationship between Buddhism and mental health and addiction problems. He is also the chair of the London Buddhist Centre.

Professor Tariq Ramadan holds a MA in Philosophy and French literature and PhD in Arabic and Islamic Studies from the University of Geneva. In Cairo, Egypt, he received one-on-one intensive training in classic Islamic scholarship from Al-Azhar University scholars. He is a Professor of Islamic Studies and is currently Senior Research Fellow at St Antony’s College (Oxford), Doshisha University (Kyoto, Japan) and at the Lokahi Foundation (London). Through his writings and lectures, he has contributed substantially to the debate on the issues of Muslims in the West and Islamic revival in the Muslim world. He is active both at the academic and grassroots levels lecturing extensively throughout the world on social justice and dialogue between civilizations. Professor Tariq Ramadan is currently President of the European think tank: European Muslim Network (EMN) in Brussels

NB Application form for this meeting appears at the end of the Newsletter
B. Philosophy and Mental Illness


A series of talks at the University of Birmingham: All welcome!!

Start: 4.15pm; May 14th, 16th, & 21st, 2007


Room 104, First Floor, Arts Building


Web: www.philosophy.bham.ac.uk/mental_illness.htm
Programme 
Monday 14th May 2007: 
Lisa Bortolotti (Philosophy Department, University of Birmingham)
belief authoring in psychopathology
Philosophers have been long interested in delusional beliefs and in whether, by reporting and endorsing such beliefs, deluded subjects violate norms of rationality (Campbell 1999; Davies & Coltheart 2002; Gerrans 2001; Stone & Young 1997; Broome 2004; Bortolotti 2005). So far they have focused on identifying the relation between intentionality and rationality in order to gain a better understanding of both ordinary and delusional beliefs. In this paper Matthew Broome and I aim at drawing attention to the extent to which deluded subjects are committed to the content of their delusional beliefs, that is, to whether they can be regarded as “authors” of their beliefs (Moran 2001). We consider several levels of commitment one can have to a reported belief, delusional or otherwise, and we distinguish between ownership and authorship of beliefs (Gallagher 2000). After examining some examples of belief authoring (or lack thereof) in psychopathology, we argue that there is no straight-forward and unitary answer to the question whether deluded subjects author their beliefs. Nevertheless, introducing the notion of authorship in the debate can significantly contribute to the philosophical literature on the rationality of delusions and can also have important implications for diagnosis and therapy in psychiatry.
Wednesday 16th May 2007:

Elisabetta Sirgiovanni (Cognitive Sciences, University of Siena)
DELUSION AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE MIND
Two different doxastic approaches compete for a cognitive account of delusion formation: an empiricist approach versus a rationalist approach (Campbell, 2001). An empiricist approach is a bottom-up etiology thesis on which delusion is first a matter of anomalous perceptive experience (Maher, 1974; Ellis & Young, 1990). On a rationalist approach, in contrast, delusion is a matter of top-down disturbance in some fundamental beliefs which then affect experiences and actions. These approaches are related to new taxonomic suggestions of mental disorders: the modularity (Murphy & Stich, 1998) and the rationality theses (Bermúdez, 2001). Psychiatric disorders are either modular deficits or impaired rationality. What they propose in fact are two alternative hypotheses about mental structure: either the mind is massively modular (Pinker, 1997; Sperber, 1996) or modularity does not involve central cognition (Fodor, 1983; 2000). My talk intends to establish how delusion theories can play a role in deciding on modularity conceptions. Furthermore we will see that these two structures of the mind also imply different boundaries for mental health disciplines.

Monday 21st May 2007:
Matthew Broome (Psychiatry, University of Warwick)

Delusions, the realm of law, and the space of reasons
Abstract: Delusions are the epitome of psychosis and crucial symptoms to elicit in making the diagnosis of schizophrenia.  Contemporary accounts of the development of psychosis and the formation of delusions  (Broome, Woolley, Tabraham, et al, 2005; Freeman, Garety, Kuipers, et al, 2002; Garety, Kuipers, Fowler, et al, 2001; Kapur, 2003; Kapur, Mizrahi & Li, 2005) stress the role of both cognitive and neurochemical factors.  Further, they suggest that such accounts of pathophysiology run in parallel and reflect different ways of studying the same processes.  However, both accounts are united in offering a scientific way of trying to think about delusions.  Delusions are a problem for both academic psychiatry and philosophy in that they do interface with the sufferer’s mental life more globally and impact upon practical reason and action: hence can be thought of as rational and normatively structured (Bortolotti, 2005).  Drawing on the work of John McDowell  (McDowell, 1994), I will try and offer suggestions as to how delusions may be thought of as a constraint on the space of the reasons from the realm of law, or a mimicking of the conceptual by law-like processes.

C. Royal College of Psychiatrists Annual Meeting, 19-20th June, Edinburgh
Thursday 21st June: 

09.45 – 11.00 Patient-Centred Care and Values-Based Practice

Chairs: Dr Gwen Adshead, Broadmoor Hospital, Crowthorne and Dr Subodh Dave, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital, Birmingham

This session aims to bring together initiatives in values-based practice in the UK with the WPA’s Institutional Programme on Psychiatry for the Person. The session will include presentations describing some of the key areas of overlap between them.

· Idiographic methods and idiographic diagnosis as the foundation for psychiatry for the person

Professor Juan Mezzich, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York University, New York, USA
· Policy and service developments in patient-centred care in the UK

Professor Richard Williams, St Cadoc’s Hospital, South Wales
· Concept and practice in patient-centred care: the role of the WPA’s institutional programme on psychiatry for the person

Professor George Christodoulou, European Division, Royal College of College of Psychiatrists, Athens, Greece and Professor KWM Fulford, The University of Warwick, Coventry

Training Course 2: Patient-centred care and values–based practice (CPD level 2)
This training programme aims to bring together initiatives in values-based practice in the UK with the WPA’s Institutional Programme on Psychiatry for the Person. In three linked training workshops, case examples and interactive methods will be used to illustrate the complementary resources of the two programmes for improving clinical care in three key areas, CAMHS, clinical assessment and diagnosis, and BME services.

11.30-12.45 Introduction to values-based practice with examples from CAMHS

Professor Richard Williams, Director of Conferences, Royal College of Psychiatrists,

London; Professor Bill Fulford, University of Warwick, Coventry; Dr Gwen Adshead,

Broadmoor Hospital, Crowthorne and Dr Subodh Dave, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric

Hospital, Birmingham

14.30 - 15.45 Comprehensive assessment as the basis of psychiatry for the person

Professor Juan Mezzich, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, USA; Professor George Christodoulou, President, Hellenic Centre of Mental Health, Athens, Greece; Professor Richard Williams, Director of Conferences, Royal College of Psychiatrists, London; Professor Bill Fulford, University of Warwick, Coventry and Dr Subodh Dave, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital, Birmingham
16.15 - 17.30 Values and pathways through compulsion – improving practice in DRE services

Professor Kwame McKenzie, University College London, London; Professor

Richard Williams, Director of Conferences, Royal College of Psychiatrists, London;

Professor Bill Fulford, University of Warwick, Coventry; Dr Gwen Adshead,

Broadmoor Hospital, Crowthorne and Dr Subodh Dave, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric

Hospital, Birmingham 
11.30 – 12.45 The Mental Capacity Act in Action

Chair: Dr Anthony Zigmond, Newsam Centre, Leeds

The Mental Capacity Act came into force in April 2007. This session will highlight the major changes and improvements which the new Act has brought about and indicate what work has still to be achieved. Approximately 10 minutes will be dedicated to questions from the audience.

Speaker: Dr Julian C. Hughes, North Tyneside General Hospital, Tyne and Wear
​​​​​​​​D. 10th International Conference on Philosophy, Psychiatry and Psychology

Hypotheses, Neuroscience and Real Persons
August 25th - August 30th, 2007

Sun City, South Africa

For more details see the website: www.ppp2007.co.za/
Convener: Prof Werdie Van Staden; Organiser: Sonja du Plessis

Email: sonja@londocor.co.za
E. The Fourth R D Laing Conference       

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER 2007
The Royal College of Psychiatrists (Philosophy Special Interest Group) in conjunction with the Philadelphia Association present       

MADNESS AND PHILOSOPHY:

THE LEGACY OF MICHEL FOUCAULT
Brunei Gallery Lecture Theatre, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London,    WC1H OXG

PROGRAMME (first draft)
9.30 -  10.00  Coffee and Registration

Introduction : Chair Dr. Lucy King (Cambridge)

10 .00 – 10.10  Convenor’s Opening Remarks: Dr. Salman Raschid (London)

10.10 – 10.30 Introductory Lecture Professor William Fulford (Warwick and Oxford)

Michel Foucault and “The History of Madness” : Chair Dr. John Heaton (London)

10.30 - 11.15   M. Jean Khalfa : The Editor/ Translator’s Response

                        (Trinity College, Cambridge) 

11.15 – 11.30  Coffee

11.30 – 12.15   Professor Louis Sass :The Clinician’s Response

                           (Rutgers)

12.15 – 1.00     Discussion (of Khalfa and Sass) 

1.00 – 2.30       Lunch

2.30 – 3.15 Dr. Simon Glendinning(LSE) Anxiety(Heidegger) and Mourning(Derrida)

                   (Chair : Dr. Miles Clapham) 

3.15 – 4.00 Professor Phil Thomas and Dr. Pat Bracken (Critical Psychiatry Network): Foucault and Critical Psychiatry  

                  (Chair : Dr. James Low) 

4.00 – 4.15  Tea

4.15 – 5.00   Professor Anthony David (The Institute of Psychiatry) : in brief   

                      conversation with Dr. Raschid, followed by audience participation 

                       (questions and discussion)  

5.00 – 5.30    General Discussion 

                       (Chair : Dr. Paul Gordon)
Joint Meeting of the Philosophy and Spirituality

 Special Interest Groups

‘BODY AND SPIRIT’

Application Form

Return to Sue Duncan, Special Interest Groups Administrator, Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG

I wish to attend the joint meeting of the Philosophy and Spirituality SIGs on 

4th May 2007 and note that the registration fee is £35 per person, to include coffee, lunch and tea.

Name: (Capitals please)………………………………………..…..
College No……………

Contact phone number……………………………………………………….………………

Please ring your lunch preference: Vegetarian / Non-vegetarian
I enclose a cheque for the registration fee of £ 35 payable to the

Royal College of Psychiatrists

 I am a member of

Philosophy SIG


Please Tick (There are 21 Places

Spirituality SIG


Allocated To Each SIG on a First Come 

Both



First Served Basis)

Due to restricted space, guests are not able to be invited on this occasion

Please note the closing date for this meeting will be Friday 27th April

Philosophy of 


Psychiatry





Philosophy Special Interest Group of the Royal College of Psychiatrists














