West Midlands Division - Survey of Members

The Survey: What is it?

As part of the Fair Deal for Mental Health campaign, the College is keen to strengthen and extend the engagement of College members, service users and carers in the Divisions with local decision makers to improve mental health services in their region.

The first step in this project is a survey of the West Midlands Division’s psychiatrists.  The survey focuses on two areas: 

1. The impact of the economic downturn on mental health services in the region, including potential cuts;

2. The local commissioning process.

The Division, with the support of the College, can use this information to influence local policy and decision makers.  For example, Division members could meet with local commissioners to report on the results of the survey and to make the case for psychiatrists having a greater involvement in the commissioning process.  

Psychiatrists, in dialogue with service users and carers, understand the needs of their region.  Their knowledge and experience should therefore inform and influence the commissioning process.  This survey will identify the key challenges and demands facing the region and explore the role that the Division’s members could play in improving local commissioning and overcoming any barriers that might exist.
Similar surveys will be conducted in other Divisions, thereby enabling regional and national themes to emerge.

The survey is posted on the Division’s website.  Please could you respond to the survey by no later than 31 March 2010.






