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Private and Independent Practice Special Interest Group Report to the Central Executive Committee 2007

A lively debate continues amongst the members of the special interest group about the likely future direction of continuing professional development.  This has been flagged up not least by the college’s CPD online facility -- accessed through the College website.  PIPSIG has been asked to provide a private practice module for CPD.  Dr Lisa McClelland is involved with CPD online and more widely on the work of the CPD committee of the College, where she represents PIPSIG.  The CPD committee has recently organised an event at the college for retired psychiatrists, with input from the PIPSIG chair, and of the PIPSIG members have expressed their support for a proposed further CPD events, aimed more widely at "portfolio psychiatrists" of any age.

There is awareness of the reality of the "portfolio career", as colleagues have increasingly diverse collections of activities, both in and beyond the national health service.  This not only create a challenge for effective CPD, but also for the implementation of the government's recertification and re-licencing plans.

In the last year PIPSIG has held a joint conference with the Grange, a group of Yorkshire psychiatrists in organised full-time private practice, as well as meetings at the college.  The college’s imminent report on medicolegal work was presented by Dr Greg Richardson.  Tensions and even the prejudice between the world of the college and the NHS and the private psychiatry world, were set in an historical context by Dr Sugarman, leading to a paper with Dr Rao Nimmagadda

due for publication in the psychiatric bulletin.

There has been discussion about the future development of the special interest group.  There are now posts for both the chair and financial officer up for election, and it was strongly proposed that in future PIPSIG should have a wider, more full and active executive committee by co-opting all those standing for posts, or wishing to be involved in the running of the special interest group.  Other key developments will be the use of e-mail communication to members, if college rules on data protection allow and the production of a newsletter.  Dr Nimmagadda is to be thanked for his interest in producing this, building on an informed update which he has circulated, with the support of the chairman of the forensic facility, to colleagues working in the Independent secure hospital sector.

Members enthusiastic that PIPSIG  builds up its activities with the new chair over the next four years, and submits a proposal to the central executive committee for "section status" in the future.     Dr. Philip Sugarman
