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Annual Report of the Private and Independent Practice Special Interest Group 2006
The Private and Independent Practice Special Interest Group continues with an established programme of annual meetings at the College, and informative conference events on relevant and important issues.  College members from across the country and various specialities attended, raising a whole range of topics.  A very successful joint event and meeting of the private and Independent Practice Special Interest Group and the Management Special Interest Group of the College was held in October 2005.  Highlights were presentations on: -- "The value of psychiatrists", where value as perceived by businesses, patients and professionals was explored; "making and living in private practice" with an explanation of the complexities of limited liability partnerships; an overview of the developments in independent mental health care by a leading health sector market analyst; and the prospect of medical management against the numerous challenges ahead.  The emerging themes of the day were finally pulled together, and the whole of event was unusually interesting, bringing so many differing perspectives together.
The going difficulties around the CPD, appraisal and revalidation outside the NHS are still a concern to members.  Professor John Gunn CBE gave a presentation, on behalf of the CPD committee, following a survey of retired and other non-NHS members to a well attended meeting in March 2006.  The substantive issues uncovered by the survey relate very closely to the main concerns of members which have emerged in recent years, including isolation from the NHS and mainstream CPD, and from appraisal and revalidation planning.  Similar difficulties involving the independent sector in training psychiatrists and in examining psychiatrists were also prominent.

Key solutions were for all independent psychiatrists to join college CPD peer groups, and independent sector representatives on each college facility executive committee.  It was also raised that the range of challenges for our members could only be addressed by representation at the highest level of the new college structure.
Another very interesting event to look forward to is our next meeting, due to be held in conjunction with the Grange Consulting Rooms Residential Conference, in October 2006, in the form of a special PIPSIG day.  Topics to be covered include the future of independent mental health care, expert psychiatric testimony, running a private practice and the position of the expert in relation to accreditation and registration.                Dr. Philip Sugarman   Chairman.
