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The Royal College of Psychiatrists

Supplementary Memorandum 
on the implementation of the Gambling Act 2005
The Royal College of Psychiatrists made a submission to the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport earlier this month regarding the impending implementation of the Gambling Act 2005.  Attention was drawn to the fact that the regulations for remote gambling drafted by the Gambling Commission are unlikely to meet the licensing objective set by section 1 of the Gambling Act 2005 that there should be a minimisation of harm and exploitation from gambling.
The Royal College of Psychiatrists therefore strongly advised that overriding attention must be given to the regulation of ALL types of remote gambling. This must be associated with an early independent review and assessment of the efficacy of the regulatory regime that has been set up to minimise harm and exploitation.  Until the latter has been demonstrated, NO further deregulation in relation to ANY type of gambling, especially its advertising, should take place.
Since the Royal College submission, attention has been drawn to two aspects of the internet that are of vital importance in relation to the internet based form of remote gambling that confirm the need to pursue this cautious approach.

· A House of Lords report warned that the internet is fast becoming a "lawless Wild West" for fraud and identity theft.

· It is reported that children are using new pre-paid 'credit cards' to buy alcohol and pornography and gamble online and that “it was easy for children to obtain pre-paid cards from corner shops without having to prove their age”.

It needs to be emphasised that the arrival of “regulated” remote gambling based in the Britain is a fundamental departure from the previous effective arrangement whereby hard forms of gambling were restricted to licensed premises.  Remote gambling is available in people’s homes.  It has yet to be established that the enforcement of the Gambling Commission’s regulatory regime is effective.

Unenforceable regulation of gambling in the 1960s, after the opening of betting shops, led to the appearance of over a thousand illegal casinos and the need for further legislation to prevent organised crime from gaining a foothold on UK gambling.

As the Daily Telegraph leading article, commenting on The Royal College of Psychiatrists’ submission, pointed out, “It is not too late for the Government to proceed in this matter with much more caution.”
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