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	No.


	Subject
	Action

	1
	Present                          
Dr Jonathan Bird (Chair)

Dr Niruj Agrawal (Honorary Secretary)

Dr Rafey Faruqui (Finance Officer)

Prof Shoumitro Deb, Dr Alan Carson, Prof Mike Kerr, Prof Michael Kopelman, Dr Sharmila Menon, Dr Alex Mitchell, Dr John Moriarty, 
Dr Howard Ring, Dr Ivana Rosenzweig, Dr Peter Trimble

In attendance

Kitti Kottasz (minutes) 

	

	2
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Dr Mike Dilley, Dr Simon Fleminger, 
Prof Eileen Joyce and Dr Fernando Lazaro-Perlado.


	

	3
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 25 September 2009
The minutes of the last meeting held on 25 September 2009 were approved and signed as a correct record.


	

	4
	Matters arising from the previous minutes

	

	4.1
	Links with other faculties
Kitti Kottasz confirmed that Academic faculty link minutes would be sent to Prof Deb, Liaison faculty minutes to Dr Mitchell and Old Age faculty link minutes to Dr Rosenzweig.

It was suggested that the Section hold a joint conference with the Liaison faculty on Somatoform disorders.


	Action: KK

Action: EJ

	4.2
	Role of the Consultant Psychiatrist
Dr Bird reported that the Section of Neuropsychiatry and the Psychotherapy Faculty included appendices about their specialties in the President’s paper on the Role of the Consultant Psychiatrist.

	

	4.3
	General and Community faculty’s inter-faculty network on Community Diversion and Prison Psychiatry
Kitti Kottasz had let the G&C faculty know that Drs Faruqui and Lazaro-Perlado agreed to represent the Section on this inter-faculty network. There had been no communication from the network and Dr Faruqui would chase this up.


	Action: RF



	4.4
	Workforce
Dr Fleminger attended the last meeting. He reported that the College would carry out the next census in 2010 and this would include neuropsychiatry for the first time. Dr Agrawal would attend the next meeting on 20 May.

 
	

	5
	CHAIR’S REPORT

	

	5.1
	Revalidation 

Drs Faruqui and Moriary agreed to represent the Section on the College’s new Revalidation Committee. Kitti Kottasz would let the Revalidation Administrator know.


	Action: KK

	5.2
	Report from Council
Dr Bird reported that at the 5 February meeting of Council it was suggested that faculties and sections might want to cut the number of executive meetings to three, in order to save money.


	

	5.3
	Strategy day
It was agreed to hold an all-day Section strategy day on 30 April. This would be open to all members of the Section. Prof Kerr suggested inviting Dr Ray Jacques to facilitate the strategy day and Dr Bird agreed to approach him. [Dr Jacques had subsequently agreed to this]. 
Members suggested the following topics for discussion:

· How to work effectively as an executive team

· How to raise the Section’s profile within the College

· Training

· Assisting the development of neuropsychiatry services

· How to improve communication including website

· Service cuts

· How to prove the usefulness of neuropsychiatry and convince commissioners to invest in services

Dr Menon would ask for ideas from the Psychiatric Trainees Committee. Dr Bird would put together the agenda in discussion with Dr Jacques.


	Action: JB

Action: SM

Action: JB

	6
6 cont
	FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT
Dr Faruqui tabled the draft business plan at the meeting. He reported that there was an £18,543 surplus in the Section accounts. The following items in the business plan were discussed in detail:

· Neuropsychiatry Quality Network: Dr Faruqui was in discussion with the CCQI about setting up a neuropsychiatry quality network along the lines of AIMS-LD. The Section would have to invest around £2,000 in the beginning to pay staff salaries, but the project would then be self-funding. The network would need at least 18 services to make it viable. Dr Faruqui said that the CCQI were happy to come and talk to the executive about the details. The committee discussed this and it was agreed to leave this item until after the 30 April strategy day. The network would be considered for the 2010-11 business plan.
· The Psychiatrist - Neuropsychiatry series: Dr Faruqui reported that he had discussed with Prof Patricia Casey the possibility of running a neuropsychiatry series or a one-off supplement in The Psychiatrist. Dr Faruqui agreed to co-ordinate submissions with help from Dr Kerr, Dr Ring and Prof Deb.
· 24 September 2010 Section conference: Dr Faruqui reported that last year’s venue proved too small and the event would move to RIBA, Portland Place, London with the aim of attracting at least 200 delegates. The aim was to keep the fee around £100, with reductions for trainees and retired members.
· BNPA: Kitti Kottasz would write to the BNPA for the financial outturn of the joint meeting on 10 February 2010.
· Newsletter:  Dr Mitchell suggested using some of the surplus to produce a high-quality printed newsletter. He would put together some costings. This would be discussed at the strategy day. [Subsequently the Publications Department offered to typeset the Section newsletter and produce an electronic version. Dr Mitchell would discuss this with Andrew Morris].

	Action: agenda

Action: RF, MK, HR, SD

Action: KK

Action: AM, agenda



	7
	VICE-CHAIR’S BUSINESS

	

	7.1
	ACCEA 2010
Dr Agrawal reported that the College had put forward two of the four people supported by the Section.


	

	7.2
	Neuropsychiatry prize
Dr Agrawal put forward a proposal for the Neuropsychiatry prize. There was a lengthy discussion about the name, the target audience, the judging process and the prize money. Dr Agrawal would finalise the details and send it to ETSC for ratification. Once approved, Kitti Kottasz would include it in the Prizes Booklet.

	Action: NA

Action: KK

	7.3
	FAQs for trainees
Dr Agrawal reported that as Vice-Chair, he received quite a number of queries from trainees, mainly about becoming a neuropsychiatrist. He suggested producing a frequently asked questions (FAQ) sheet for trainees and publishing it on the website. It was suggested that CT1 and CT2 competencies on the APNA website could be used as an example. The details would be discussed in the strategy day. 
Dr Faruqui said that there was already a document about Article 14 and he would circulate this to the committee.


	Action: NA

Strategy agenda

Action: RF

	7.4
	Payment by Results
Dr Agrawal reported that Dr Martin Elphick was the College’s PbR network, which contributed to the Department of Health’s Mental Health PbR strategy. Dr Agrawal would circulate the two existing clusters to the executive and invite feedback.

	Action: NA, All

	8
	CONFERENCES
Kitti Kottasz would circulate the programme for the joint Section/LD conference on 16 April, to all members of the Section.


	Action: KK

	9
	POLICY

Prof Deb and Dr Agrawal had met with Richard Meier, the College’s Policy Analyst, to discuss what projects he could help the Section with. Ideas included doing a literature search on the cost effectiveness of services and a questionnaire to PTCs about brain injury. Dr Faruqui reported that he already had data on the independent sector. It was agreed to invite Richard Meier to the strategy day on 30 April.

	Action: NA

	10
	EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Prof Deb reported PMETB had rejected the whole College curriculum and therefore sub-specialties were not a priority at the moment. Prof Deb would check with the Dean whether it would be acceptable to publish the Neuropsychiatry curriculum on the Section website before PMETB approval, with a caveat to that effect.


	Action: SD

	11
	NEWSLETTER
Funding issues had been discussed under item 6. 

Dr Mitchell reported that the next issue would focus on traumatic brain injury and he would contact Dr Mark Upton, Chair of the TBI working group, for input. He asked all members to send him articles.


	Action: AM, All

	12
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


	

	12.1
	Ministerial Review of Brain Injury Services in Northern Ireland
Dr Trimble reported that a Ministerial Review of Brain Injury Services in Northern Ireland had been set up, as a result of an age discrimination case, which created a lot of media interest. The Review was highlighting the shortcomings in commissioning. Dr Trimble would circulate the details to the committee and ask for feedback.

	Action: PT

	13
	FUTURE MEETINGS
30 April: 10am-4pm Strategy day (open to all Section members) 

and 4-5pm executive committee meeting

24 September: AGM at the beginning of the Section conference and executive meeting either at lunchtime or at the end of the day. This would be scheduled into the conference programme.

	Action: EJ
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