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Sri Lanka Conflict Appeal
	Following the recent conflict, the number of internally-displaced people in Sri Lanka is increasing every day.  The president of the medical relief charity , Mercy Malaysia, Dr Jemilah Mahmood said in March that Mercy Malaysia had deployed a two-member team to the country to establish a working relationship and conduct an assessment

An assessment carried out at Menik Farm located in the Cheddikulam District registered more than 270,000 internally-displaced people.

Dr Jemilah said four 40-foot containers were donated by the German Red Cross via the Sri Lankan Red Cross in April and the containers had been turned into health posts at the request of Sri Lanka's Healthcare and Nutrition Ministry.

She said Mercy Malaysia had equipped the posts with outpatient rooms, pharmacies, medical-screening counters, transit beds and proper water and sanitation facilities.

In partnership with the World Health Organisation and the Sewalanka Foundation, a Sri Lankan development organization, a central health centre post cum referral centre had also been equipped and handed over to the ministry. 

Dr Jemilah said yesterday that a health surveillance system was vital to prevent disease outbreaks among the internally-displaced population. 

Mercy Malaysia assistant honorary secretary associate professor Dr P. Shanmuhasuntharam said there was, currently, no outbreak of serious illnesses and with plans to reduce congestion in the camps, the situation would improve.

He said there was ongoing surveillance of waterborne diseases in the camps to prevent serious outbreaks and providing safe drinking water to the people of Menik Farm, which was in a very dry region, was one of the challenges faced by Mercy Malaysia.

Those who wish to assist Mercy Malaysia in helping the internally-displaced people of Sri Lanka can donate via the website at www.mercy.org.my 
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