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What is the PTC?
ÅThe committee that represents psychiatric trainees 

within the RCPsych

Å3 elected trainees from each division (at least 1 pre-
membership)

ÅOver 40 trainees on the committee

ÅChair, Vice Chair and Secretary

ÅMeet 5 times a year (4 in London and 1 residential 
meeting rotating around the represented nations)



What does the PTC do?
ÅWe represent you

ÅPTC reps sit on (almost) every committee within the 
College include the Central Executive Committee and 
the Education, Training and Standards Committee

ÅWe try to ensure that the trainee view is considered in 
all decision making within the College

ÅWe aim to continue to improve  postgraduate 
psychiatric training

ÅWe maintain the trainee website and produce an e-
newsletter



What does the PTC discuss?
ÅCurrent hot topics:

ÅRecruitment and Student Associates

ÅModular credentialling

ÅOut of hours work post-EWTD

ÅNational recruitment at ST4



Get involved!
·Read the PTC e-newsletter

·Stand to be the PTC rep in your division

·Email us at ptc@rcpsych.ac.ukwith any 

training concerns or queries

mailto:ptc@rcpsych.ac.uk




WPBA ςwhy bother?
·Public rightly demands that doctors are assessed

·Examinations have limitations

·Performance in the workplace provides a robust 
ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅ

·Ultimately to provide better care for our patients

·They are mandatory to succeed in your ARCP and 
progress through training



Purpose
1. Formative

·They should be used to improve performance

·Feedback is a crucial part of WPBA for them to fulfil 
their formative function

2. Summative

·)ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ȬÐÁÓÓȭ ÏÒ ȬÆÁÉÌȭ ÓÃÏÒÅ

·ARCP is the summative process which requires a global 
expert judgement



WPBA tools in psychiatry
ÅAssessment of clinical expertise (ACE)
ÅMini assessed clinical encounter (mini -ACE)
ÅCase based discussion ( CbD)
ÅDirect observation of Procedural skills (DoPS)
ÅCase presentation (CP)
ÅJournal club presentation (JCP)
ÅAssessment of Teaching (AoT)
ÅMini peer assessment tool (Mini -PAT)

ÅThose highlighted in bold are mandatory assessments, which must be 
completed online.

Å4ÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÔÒÁÉÎÅÅȭÓ 
portfolio (they will shortly be online).



Assessment of Clinical Expertise 
(ACE)
· Long case

· Assessor observes a whole new patient encounter to 
assess your ability to take a full psychiatric history and 
perform a mental state examination

· May be particularly useful at the beginning of a 
placement to develop your educational plan with your 
trainer

· Can be used when seeing new patients in clinic and 
admitting patients to the ward



Mini Assessed Clinical 
Encounter (mini-ACE)
·Can be compared to an OSCE station

·Assessor observes a shorter patient interaction

·Suitable tasks might include performing a risk 
assessment, agreeing a treatment plan or performing a 
mental state examination



Case-based Discussion (CbD)
·Often previously conducted informally in educational 

supervision

·You provide two sets of notes of patients you have 
previously seen and your assessor chooses one to 
discuss

·Will allow demonstration of clinical knowledge and 
decision-making

·May be useful to conduct following an ACE



Mini-PAT
·Multisource feedback

·Allows colleagues to assess your attitudes and 
behaviours and your ability to work well in a team

·Ask a range of colleagues ɀcheck guidelines

·Important to include non -medics including 
administrative staff etc


