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Each UK nation has its own government department that  
oversees health and care research

England 
Dept of Health and Social Care funds research via National Institute of Research (NIHR)

Northern Ireland
The Health and Social care Public Health Agency is the major regional organisation for health. 

Scotland
The Chief Scientist Office, part of the Scottish Government's Health and Social Care Directorate, 
supports and promotes research.

Wales
Health and Care Research Wales as part of the Welsh Gov’s Research & Development Division



www.nihr.ac.uk

NIHR funds 
approximately 250 
Academic Clinical 
Fellowships (ACFs) 
and 100 Clinical 
Lectureships (CLs) in 
medicine each year. 



Join Dementia Research: 
Supporting patient access to research



Getting Started
• Don’t worry if you don’t have a “big new idea”, few people ever do!

• Joining an existing study / trial is an excellent way to gain experience (eg API)

• Find out what is available locally. Start with your clinical / educational supervisor; local 
academic University Dept; others engaged in research; R&D office; NIHR websites; Local 
CRN Dementia leads

• Complete GCP training, a necessary “qualification” plus good way of learning about the 
research process

• Build: Audit, case reports and reviews good way to get a feel of whether you like research

• Get a mentor / supervisor

• Talk to Trusts to create jobs with research 
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