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LAW EXPERT REPORT 
 
CRIME: 
 
PART 19EXPERT EVIDENCE 

Content of expert’s report 

19.4.  Where rule 19.3(3) applies, an expert’s report must—  

(a)give details of the expert’s qualifications, relevant experience and accreditation; 

(b)give details of any literature or other information which the expert has relied on in making the report; 

(c)contain a statement setting out the substance of all facts given to the expert which are material to the 

opinions expressed in the report, or upon which those opinions are based; 

(d)make clear which of the facts stated in the report are within the expert’s own knowledge; 

(e)where the expert has based an opinion or inference on a representation of fact or opinion made by 

another person for the purposes of criminal proceedings (for example, as to the outcome of an 

examination, measurement, test or experiment)— 

(i)identify the person who made that representation to the expert, 

(ii)give the qualifications, relevant experience and any accreditation of that person, and 

(iii)certify that that person had personal knowledge of the matters stated in that representation; 

(f)where there is a range of opinion on the matters dealt with in the report— 

(i)summarise the range of opinion, and 

(ii)give reasons for the expert’s own opinion; 

(g)if the expert is not able to give an opinion without qualification, state the qualification; 

(h)include such information as the court may need to decide whether the expert’s opinion is sufficiently 

reliable to be admissible as evidence; 

(i)contain a summary of the conclusions reached; 

(j)contain a statement that the expert understands an expert’s duty to the court, and has complied and will 

continue to comply with that duty; and 

(k)contain the same declaration of truth as a witness statement. 

[Note. Part 16 contains rules about written witness statements. Declarations of truth in witness statements 

are required by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 1967(9). Evidence of examinations etc. on which an 

expert relies may be admissible under section 127 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003(10).]  

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/759/part/19/made/data.xht?view=snippet&wrap=true#f00433
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/759/part/19/made/data.xht?view=snippet&wrap=true#f00434
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FAMILY Part 25 

Content of the expert’s report 

9.1 

The expert’s report shall be addressed to the court and prepared and filed in accordance with the court’s 

timetable and must – 

(a) give details of the expert’s qualifications and experience; 

(b) include a statement identifying the document(s) containing the material instructions and the substance 

of any oral instructions and, as far as necessary to explain any opinions or conclusions expressed in the 

report, summarising the facts and instructions which are material to the conclusions and opinions 

expressed; 

(c) state who carried out any test, examination or interview which the expert has used for the report and 

whether or not the test, examination or interview has been carried out under the expert’s supervision; 

(d) give details of the qualifications of any person who carried out the test, examination or interview; 

(e) answer the questions about which the expert is to give an opinion and which relate to the issues in the 

case; 

(f) in expressing an opinion to the court – 

(i) take into consideration all of the material facts including any relevant factors arising from ethnic, cultural, 

religious or linguistic contexts at the time the opinion is expressed, identifying the facts, literature and any 

other material, including research material, that the expert has relied upon in forming an opinion; 

(ii) describe the expert’s own professional risk assessment process and process of differential diagnosis, 

highlighting factual assumptions, deductions from the factual assumptions, and any unusual, contradictory 

or inconsistent features of the case; 

(iii) indicate whether any proposition in the report is an hypothesis (in particular a controversial hypothesis), 

or an opinion deduced in accordance with peer-reviewed and tested technique, research and experience 

accepted as a consensus in the scientific community; 

(iv) indicate whether the opinion is provisional (or qualified, as the case may be), stating the qualification 

and the reason for it, and identifying what further information is required to give an opinion without 

qualification; 

(g) where there is a range of opinion on any question to be answered by the expert – 

(i) summarise the range of opinion; 

(ii) identify and explain, within the range of opinions, any ‘unknown cause’, whether arising from the facts of 

the case (for example, because there is too little information to form a scientific opinion) or from limited 

experience or lack of research, peer review or support in the relevant field of expertise; 
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(iii) give reasons for any opinion expressed: the use of a balance sheet approach to the factors that support 

or undermine an opinion can be of great assistance to the court; 

(h) contain a summary of the expert’s conclusions and opinions; 

(i) contain a statement that the expert– 

(i) has no conflict of interest of any kind, other than any conflict disclosed in his or her report; 

(ii) does not consider that any interest disclosed affects his or her suitability as an expert witness on any 

issue on which he or she has given evidence; 

(iii) will advise the instructing party if, between the date of the expert’s report and the final hearing, there is 

any change in circumstances which affects the expert’s answers to (i) or (ii) above; 

(iv) understands their duty to the court and has complied with that duty; and 

(v) is aware of the requirements of FPR Part 25 and this practice direction; 

(vi) in children proceedings, has complied with the Standards for Expert Witnesses in Children Proceedings 

in the Family Court which are set out in  the Annex to this Practice Direction; 

(j) be verified by a statement of truth in the following form – 

“I confirm that I have made clear which facts and matters referred to in this report are within my own 

knowledge and which are not. Those that are within my own knowledge I confirm to be true. The opinions I 

have expressed represent my true and complete professional opinions on the matters to which they refer.” 

Where the report relates to children proceedings the form of statement of truth must include – 

“I also confirm that I have complied with the Standards for Expert Witnesses in Children Proceedings in the 

Family Court which are set out in the Annex to Practice Direction 25B- The Duties of an Expert, the 

Expert’s Report and Arrangements for an Expert to Attend Court” 

 


