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Conference Programme 

Faculty of General Adult Psychiatry Winter 
Conference - Frontline Psychiatry: building a 
compassionate and resilient emergency system 

 

Date: Wednesday 25 February, 9.15am-5.15pm 
Venue: Online via EventsAir 
 

Time Session 

9.15am - 
9.30am 

Welcome comments and introductions 

Dr Priya Natarajan 

9.30am-
11.00am 

Session 1 – Completing the jigsaw:  innovative crisis-care models and 
how they fit into crisis care systems 

Chair: Surg Cdr Luke Baker, Royal Navy 

9.30am-
9.50am 

What's the international evidence on crisis services and crisis 
systems? 

Professor Sonia Johnson, Professor of Social and Community Psychiatry, 
UCL; Director, NIHR Policy Research Unit in Mental Health  

9.50am-
10.10am  

Making and navigating policy to improve the crisis care system 

Dr Mary Docherty, National Clinical Director for Adult Mental Health, NHS 
England; Consultant Liaison Psychiatrist, South London and Maudsley 
NHS Trust 

10.10am-
10.30am 

From crisis to recovery: transforming emergency mental health 
services. The North London story: a case study 

Dr James Dove, Medical Director, Urgent and Emergency Care Pathways, 
North London NHS Foundation Trust 

10.30am-
11.00am 

Q+A and discussion 

11.00am - 
11.30am Break 

11.30am-
1.00pm 

Session 2 - Emergency Psychiatry: Staying Human under Pressure - 
Relational Care in Action 

Chairs: Dr Joy L Patterson, Belfast Health & Social Care Trust and Dr 
Florian A Ruths, South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust 
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11.30am-
11.50am 

Relational Care in a Crisis: how can Open Dialogue help? 

Professor Steve Pilling, Professor of Clinical Psychology and Clinical 
Effectiveness, UCL; Director, National Collaborating Centre for Mental 
Health 

11.50am-
12.10pm 

The challenge of maintaining our own wellbeing as psychiatrists 
under pressure 

Dr Stirling Moorey, President, British Association for Behavioural and 
Cognitive Psychotherapies (BABCP), Retired Consultant Psychiatrist 

12.10pm-
12.30pm 

Interview with Mr Dwayne Hutchinson: A Carer's Perspective 
Mr Dwayne Hutchinson, Carer Representative, General Adult Faculty, 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 

12.30pm-
1.00pm Q&A and discussion  

1.00pm- 
2.00pm  Lunch  

2.00pm-
3.00pm 

Session 3 - Challenges, solutions, and future directions in acute mental 
health care 
Chairs: Dr Stefania Bonaccorso and Mr Hameed Khan 

2.00pm-
2.10pm 

Pressure on inpatient services 

Mr Hameed Khan, Patient Care Representative, General Adult Psychiatry 
Faculty, Royal College of Psychiatrists  

2.10pm-
2.30pm 

Proactive Mental Health Care for the Homeless Population (and 
beyond!) 

Dr Jenny Drife, Consultant Psychiatrist, SLAM Homeless Outreach Team 

2.30pm-
2.50pm 

Sanctuary seekers' access to services - barriers and facilitators 

Professor Cornelius Katona, College lead for refugee and asylum mental 
health and Ms Zoe Dexter, Head of Housing and Welfare services, Helen 
Bamber Foundation 

2.50pm-
3.00pm 

Q+A and discussion 

3.00pm - 
3.30pm Break 
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3.30pm-
5.00pm 
 

Session 4 - Panel Discussion:  Fixing the bottlenecks  
Chairs: Dr Jon Van Niekerk and Dr Kishore Kale 

3.30pm-
5.00pm  

Panelists:  

• Dr Mary Docherty, National Clinical Director for Adult Mental Health, 
NHS England; Consultant Liaison Psychiatrist, South London and 
Maudsley NHS Trust 

• Dr David Somerfield, National Adult Mental Health NHSE GIRFT 
Lead. 

• Dr Gareth Jarvis, Divisional Medical Director for Cygnet Health Care 
(South); Consultant Psychiatrist (Open Dialogue lead) 

5.00pm - 
5.15pm 

Closing comments/poster prizes 
Dr Jon Van Niekerk 

5.15pm End of conference  

 


