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Aim:
To check the compliance of inpatients
Wards against the Trust’s Objectives
for recording a diagnosis following
admission.

Background:
In 2012, David Cameron, the then
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom, launched the National
Dementia
Strategy
to
improve
dementia care, support and research
across the country by 2020. One key
aspiration was that, people with
dementia would have equal access to
diagnosis as in other conditions.
The Trust’s Objectives 2019 requires all
inpatients to have a diagnosis
recorded. The Trust is currently
working on specific targets for a time
frame for recording diagnosis for each
ward.
Westerdale South- According to the
Dementia Care Pathway, recording of
ICD 10 for diagnosis is expected to be
completed after diagnostic disclosure
with the patient. The Dementia Care
Pathway is still working towards 6-12
weeks after initial contact to obtain a
diagnosis of Dementia.

Westerdale North- As per the
Functional Care Pathway, it is
expected that the ICD 10 recording is
completed after the diagnostic
discussion with the team and before
the discussion with the patient. The
Functional Care Pathway is working
towards recording a diagnosis or a
working diagnosis within 7 days of
initial contact.

Methods:
Audit information was gathered from the patient’s electronic record (PARIS), focussing on
admissions over January-April 2019.
25 patients were randomly selected from each ward, using their PARIS ID, and audited against
the Trust Objectives.
On Westerdale South the admission date was extended back to December 2018 to reach the
sample size of 25.
A questionnaire was designed in consultation with the Clinical Audit and Effectiveness Team
of the trust. We checked whether the patient had an electronic diagnosis recorded in the
appropriate section, or if it was recorded elsewhere, and how long after admission it was
recorded. If no record of diagnosis was found, any record of cause of delay in diagnosis was
sought.
The data was analysed separately for each ward using Microsoft Excel.

Results:
Both wards scored 100% on recording an electronic diagnosis in the appropriate section.
Ward

No of Diagnosis recorded Diagnosis recorded Diagnosis
patients in Diagnosis section
elsewhere
not recorded Compliance

Westerdale South

25

25

0

0

100 %

Westerdale North
Total

25
50

25
50

0
0

0
0

100 %
100 %

Westerdale South

• Organic Ward

</= 6

Westerdale South
Time to record diagnosis (weeks) </= 6
6 to 12 >12
Number
24
1
0
Percentage
96
4
0

6 to 12
>12

96 % of diagnosis recorded within 6 weeks, 100 % within 12.

Westerdale North

• Functional Ward
Westerdale North
Time to record diagnosis (days)
Number
Percentage

</= 7

</= 7 >7
23
2
92
8

>7

92 % of diagnosis recorded within 7 days of admission.

Summary:
Both Westerdale wards were 100 % compliant with the Trust’s MHSOP Objectives 2019 for inpatient regarding record
of diagnosis.
It is feasible to record a diagnosis within 6-12 weeks for Dementia patients and within 7 days for functional patients.
Most dementia patients are diagnosed in the community; hence, as inpatient, diagnosis can be recorded soon after
admission, unless diagnosis is revised. For patients admitted to the organic ward without a diagnosis, it might take
longer due to more advanced symptoms, which imply difficulties in formal assessments.

Recommendations:
• A time-frame should be established to record a diagnosis within 6-12 weeks for Westerdale South and 7 days for
Westerdale North.
• Re-audit in a year to ensure standards are maintained.

