
FOR PSYCHIATRISTS –

A PERSPECTIVE ON IMPLICIT BIAS IN 

PHILOSOPHY

15th September 2021

Alistair Stewart

Consultant Psychiatrist

Bury Early Intervention Team

Pennine Care NHSFT



Entry on implicit bias from 

Stanford Encyclopaedia of 

Philosophy, revised 31/07/2019

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/implicit-bias/

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/implicit-bias/


 Chapter 1

 3. And behind all the logic and its apparent sovereignty 

of movement, there stand valuations, or to speak more 

plainly, physiological demands for the sustaining of a 

particular mode of life. For example, that the certain is 

worth more than the uncertain, or that the appearance 

is worth less than the "truth"; such valuations could, 

whatever their regulative importance for us, 

nevertheless be merely superficial valuations, a certain 

kind of nonsense which is necessary to sustain 

creatures such as us.

Beyond Good and Evil

Friedrich Nietzsche, 1885



 Chapter 1

 5. They [the philosophers] all pose as though their actual 
opinions had been discovered and attained through the self-
evolving of a cold, pure, divinely indifferent dialectic (in 
contrast to the mystics of all kinds who, more honest and 
foolish than them, speak of "inspiration"); whereas in fact they 
defend a prejudiced proposition, an idea, an intuition, at the 
most an abstract and refined expression of their heart's 
desire, with arguments they invent in hindsight:- they are all 
lawyers, though they deny it, and generally astute advocates 
for their own prejudices which they like to call "truths"

Beyond Good and Evil



The Postmodern Condition

Jean-Francois Lyotard 1979/84

https://monoskop.org/images/e/e0/Lyotard_Jean-
Francois_The_Postmodern_Condition_A_Report_on_Kno

wledge.pdf

https://monoskop.org/images/e/e0/Lyotard_Jean-Francois_The_Postmodern_Condition_A_Report_on_Knowledge.pdf


We no longer have recourse to the grand narratives- we can 

resort neither to the dialectic of Spirit nor even to the 

emancipation of humanity as a validation for postmodern 

scientific discourse. But as we have just seen, the little 

narrative [petit recit] remains the quintessential form of 

imaginative invention,most particularly in science.

Lyotard, 1979/84, p. 60



The nineteenth and twentieth centuries have given us as 

much terror as we can take. We have paid a high price for 

the nostalgia for the whole and the one…Let us wage a 

waron totality; let us be witnesses to the unpresentable, let 

us reactivate the differences and save the honour of the 

name

Lyotard 1979/84, p. 81-2



A chronicler who recites events without distinguishing 

between major and minor ones acts in accordance with 

the following truth: nothing that has ever happened 

should be regarded as lost for history.

Walter Benjamin, On The Concept of History, Thesis III

1938-9







96. It might be imagined that some propositions, of the 

form of empirical propositions, were hardened and 

functioned as channels for such empirical propositions 

as were not hardened but fluid; and that this relation 

altered with time, in that fluid propositions hardened, 

and hard ones became fluid.

97. The mythology may change back into a state of 

flux, the river-bed of thoughts may shift. But I distinguish 

between the movement of the waters on the river-bed 

and the shift of the bed itself; though there is not a 

sharp division of the one from the other.



99. And the bank of that river consists partly of hard 

rock, subject to no alteration or only to an imperceptible 

one, partly of sand, which now in one place now in 

another gets washed away, or deposited.

Wittgenstein, On Certainty 1969



clear-water rivers, with gravel bottoms, change their channels 
very gradually, and therefore one needs to learn them but 
once; but piloting becomes another matter when you apply it 
to vast streams like the Mississippi and the Missouri, whose 
alluvial banks cave and change constantly, whose snags are 
always hunting up new quarters, whose sandbars are never at 
rest, whose channels are for ever dodging and shirking, and 
whose obstructions must be confronted in all nights and all 
weathers without the aid of a single light-house or a single 
buoy; for there is neither light nor buoy to be found anywhere 
in all this three or four thousand miles of villainous river.

Mark Twain, Life on the Mississippi, Chapter 10
1883




