Local Authority and Pre-action

Declaration

1. I understand that my overriding duty at this stage is to my instructing solicitors and / or instructing party and / or local authority, whilst acknowledging that my role is to remain objective and independent. I understand, have complied and will continue to comply with that duty. This report is not addressed to the Court.
2. I have no conflict of interest of any kind, other than any which I have disclosed in this report, and I do not consider that any interest which I have disclosed affects my suitability as an expert witness on any issue about which I have expressed an opinion.
3. I have set out in this advisory report what I understand from those instructing me to be the questions or issues in respect of which my opinion as an expert are required.
4. I have done my best, in preparing this advisory report, to be accurate and complete. I have mentioned all matters which I regard as relevant to the opinions I have expressed.  All of the matters on which I have expressed an opinion lie within my field of expertise unless otherwise indicated.
5. I have drawn to the attention of my instructing solicitors / party / local authority all matters, of which I am aware, which might adversely affect my opinion.
6. I have not included anything in this report which has been suggested to me by anyone, including the lawyers (/ parties) instructing me, without forming my own independent view of the matter.
7. Where, in my view, there is a range of reasonable opinion, I have indicated the extent of that range in the report.
8. At the time of signing this advisory report I consider that it is complete and accurate. I will notify those instructing me if, for any reason, I subsequently consider that the advisory report requires any correction or qualification or if there is any change in circumstances which affect my declarations at (2) above.
9. I understand that if I have not taken reasonable care in trying to meet the standards set out above, I may be liable to complaint to one or more of my professional bodies and/or an action for negligence.
10. I confirm that I have not entered into any arrangement where the amount or payment of my fees is in any way dependent on the opinion I have given or the outcome of the case.
11. This report is provided to those instructing me with the sole purpose of assisting the NHSLA (and / or any other parties) in this particular case. It may not be used for any other purpose, nor may it be disclosed to any third party, without my express written authority.
12. I am aware of the Practice Direction for pre-action conduct[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  When applicable, although the Civil Procedure Rules do not yet apply, this Declaration will apply if this advisory report or a subsequent version of it is disclosed in civil proceedings. I have applied the same principles to the preparation of this report as I would if required to comply with the Civil Procedure Rules.] 

13. I confirm that I have complied in all respects with the codes of practice or conduct for experts of my discipline, namely the Royal College of Psychiatrists’ College Report CR193 ‘Responsibilities of psychiatrists who provide expert evidence to courts and tribunals’ by Keith Rix, Nigel Eastman, Gwen Adshead, Nicholas Hallett and James Briscoe (2023) and the General Medical Council’s ‘Acting as a witness in legal proceedings’.

Statement of Truth

I confirm that I have made clear which facts and matters referred to in this report are within my own knowledge and which are not. Those that are within my own knowledge I confirm to be true. The opinions I have expressed represent my true and complete professional opinions on the matters to which they refer.

