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Declaration

1. I understand that my duty is to the Tribunal, both in preparing reports and giving oral evidence. I understand, have complied and will continue to comply with that duty. This report is addressed to the Tribunal. 
1. I have no conflict of interest of any kind, other than any which I have disclosed in this report, and I do not consider that any interest which I have disclosed affects my suitability as an expert witness on any issue about which I have expressed an opinion. 
1. I have set out in my report what I understand from those instructing me to be the questions or issues in respect of which my opinion as an expert is required.
1. I have done my best, in preparing this report, to be accurate and complete. I have mentioned all matters which I regard as relevant to the opinions I have expressed.  All of the matters on which I have expressed an opinion lie within my field of expertise.
1. I have drawn to the attention of the Tribunal all matters, of which I am aware, which might adversely affect my opinion.
1. Where I have no personal knowledge, I have indicated the source of factual information.
1. I have not included anything in this report which has been suggested to me by anyone, including the lawyers instructing me, without forming my own independent view of the matter.
1. Where, in my view, there is a range of reasonable opinion, I have summarised the range of opinion, so far as reasonably practicable; and given reasons for my own opinion.  
1. At the time of signing the report I consider that it is complete and accurate. I will notify those instructing me if, for any reason, I subsequently consider that the report requires any correction or qualification or if between the date of this report and the hearing there is any change in circumstances which affect my declarations at (2) above. 
1. I understand that: 
(a) this report will be the evidence that I will give [under oath] / [upon affirmation], subject to any correction or qualification I may make before swearing as to its veracity; 
(b) I may be cross-examined on the report by a cross-examiner assisted by an expert; 
(c) I am likely to be the subject of public adverse criticism by the judge if the Tribunal concludes that I have not taken reasonable care in trying to meet the standards set out above. 
1. I have stated in this report the substance of all facts and instructions given to me which are material to the opinions expressed in this report or upon which those opinions are based.
1. I confirm that I have not entered into any arrangement where the amount or payment of my fees is in any way dependent on the opinion I have given or the outcome of the case.
1. This report is provided to those instructing me with the sole purpose of assisting the Tribunal in this particular case. It may not be used for any other purpose, nor may it be disclosed to any third party, without my express written authority or an order of the Tribunal or a court. 
1. I am aware of the requirements of Practice Direction First Tier Tribunal IAC, Section 9 (01.11.2024).
1. I confirm that I have considered and applied the guidance in MOJ & Ors (Return to Mogadishu) Somalia CG [2014] UKUT 00442 (IAC) in relation to the duties of expert witnesses.
1. l am aware of, and have complied with, the Royal College of Psychiatrists' College Report CR 193 Responsibilities of psychiatrists who provide expert evidence to courts and tribunals (2023)* and the General Medical Council's Providing witness statements or expert evidence as part of legal proceedings (2023). 
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[bookmark: _Hlk63424683]I confirm that I have made clear which facts and matters referred to in this report are within my own knowledge and which are not. Those that are within my own knowledge I confirm to be true. The opinions I have expressed represent my true and complete professional opinions on the matters to which they refer. 


* Substitute the code of conduct or practice for your speciality (if there is one).









First draft by Dr Gauruv Malhan; finalised by Professor Keith Rix.
