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A: Introduction about RCPsychiNI: 

The Royal College of Psychiatrists (RCPsych) is the statutory body responsible 

for the supervision of the training and accreditation of Psychiatrists in the UK 
and for providing guidelines and advice regarding the treatment, care, and 

prevention of mental and behavioural disorders. Among its principal aims are to 
improve the outcomes for those with mental illness and to improve the mental 
health of individuals, families and communities.  

 
The College has approximately 450 Members in Northern Ireland (including 

Resident Doctors pursuing specialist training in Psychiatry) who provide the 
backbone of the local Psychiatric service, offering acute and community 
treatment, as well as specialist care and consultation across a large range of 

settings.  
 

This response is submitted on behalf of the Devolved Council of the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists in Northern Ireland.  
 
B: Specific Comments: 

 
We would wish to make two discrete and important points. 
 
The Consultation document states at page 11 that: “The needs of disabled 
children and those children with complex needs will be fully recognised and 

carefully evaluated, and the appropriate support reflected in the child’s care 
plan.” However, some Specialists feel that the Northern Ireland Framework for 

Integrated Therapeutic Care (NIFITC) for care experienced children and young 
people is not explicit and clear enough about how it should be tailored and 

adapted to allow the needs of children with severe intellectual disabilities to be 
fully understood. Moreover, some Foster Carers feel that existing Therapeutic 
Services for Looked After Children (TSLAC) do not help them understand and 

meet the needs of children with more severe disabilities who are placed in their 
care. These issues both need addressed in order to achieve the above quoted 

Value and Principle underpinning the Minimum Standards.  



 
Whilst we are fully supportive of Standard 11 at page 12: “Children in foster care 

with more complex needs receive timely, high quality specialist interventions to 
help them recover and thrive” - we would highlight the urgent need for 

additional expertise with therapeutic services to deliver this Standard and make 
it actually happen in practice.  

 

Dated: 28th July 2025 

 
 
Dr Julie Anderson Chair RCPsych NI & Vice President RCPsych  

- on behalf of RCPsychiNI 
 
Contact Details: thomas.mckeever@rcpsych.ac.uk  
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