
THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS WALES
JOB DESCRIPTION

ROLE TITLE:
Trainee attachment to Policy and Public Engagement
BACKGROUND:
The Royal College of Psychiatrists is the leading medical authority on mental health in the United Kingdom and is the professional and educational organisation for doctors specialising in psychiatry. The College is committed to improving the understanding of psychiatry and mental health. 
We are at the forefront in setting and achieving the highest standards through education, training and research and we lead the way in developing excellence and promoting best practice in mental health services.  
RCPsych Wales represents nearly 600 Members.

Whilst health care has been organised within Wales for over 20 years further devolution has resulted in far greater development of separate policy and strategic planning.  Latterly this has included successfully seeking the ability to create a new raft of mental health law.  To respond to these developments the College has supported the establishment of a local enhanced policy function. 
RCPsych Wales has an active policy approach, further information can be found on our website 
THE POST:

The attachment gives ST4 – ST6 trainees the opportunity to work within the RCPsych Wales office using some of the time allocated within their training programme for training in non-direct clinical care.  The attachments are ideally for one year but shorter periods may be considered.

The recommended time commitment should be equivalent to one session per week.  The attachment scheme is fully supported by the Specialty Advisor (Head of School) and the Specialty Training Committee.
Applications need to be supported by the trainee’s Programme Director and Educational Supervisor.  Attachments will be advertised in the local newsletter, web page and Senior Trainees Group.

Interviews will be held over Microsoft Teams.
Following appointment the successful applicant will develop a work plan with the Chair, RCPsych Wales in conjunction with College staff.  The Chair will supervise this aspect of the trainees work.

Trainees will be expected to identify one or more discrete pieces of work as well as gaining an understanding of wider Policy Unit function.

Opportunities

· To shadow and participate in meetings with Ministers, Elected Members and Senior Civil Servants of Welsh Government.

· To be part of the team generating consultation responses to Health and Social Care Policy.
· To help champion the Colleges manifesto calls in view of bringing about changes to government policy in Wales.
· To attend Executive Committee meetings of the RCPsych Wales and in London.

· To develop relationships with parliamentary groups, e.g. attend cross party meetings.

· To undertake specific Public Education projects with our Patient and Carer Committee members.

· To act as Associate Editor of the RCPsych Wales eNewsletter

Essential Criteria

· Enthusiastic and proactive approach
· Good communication and team working skills

