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Minutes of EPSIG AGM held via Zoom on 6 September

Apologies for absence: Reem Abed and Agnes Ayton

Present: 
Riadh Abed (RA, Chair)
Tom Carpenter
Nikhil Chaudhary
Adam Hunt
David Geaney
Muzaffer Kaser
Paul St John-Smith (PSJS)
Annie Swanepoel (AS)
Elena Titova-Chaudhry

1. RA chaired the meeting, welcomed those present and gave a short update on EPSIG activities and progress. He reported that the membership number of EPSIG has grown to 3212 by end of August 2024.
2. AS, EPSIG as finance officer gave a brief report on the new college rules regarding planning for SIG activities and also the rules regarding access to financial reserves. She confirmed that the SIGs no longer have access to their reserves and all spending has to be planned a year in advance and approved by the college treasurer. Also, planning is now required to be in 3-year cycles. Accordingly, she reported a meeting of the EPSIG officers where the decision was made to have a F2F symposium in 2024, a virtual symposium in 2025 and a F2F symposium in 2026. Also, confirmed the plan for a F2F Trainee event at the college on 14 March 2025 (which has to be cost neutral and hence we must charge attendees for) and a virtual Trainee event in 2026.
3. Tom Carpenter updated the meeting on plans both for the trainee event in March 2025. He reported that the trainee group will be meeting shortly to agree an outline and this will be discussion with RA and AS in order to take the plans forward. In addition he also updated the meeting on plans for an OSCE-style event on EP with actors and written scenarios (e.g. ADHD, anxiety, ?depression) to be held in Cambridge on 12 December. The funding for this event has been secured by Nikhil Chaudhary from Cambridge University, Impact funding.
4. Nikhil Chaudhary confirmed the arrangement for the trainee OSCE event on 12 December as above and also informed the meeting regarding the opportunity to bid for funds from the Impact Funding for specific projects but that the closing date was on 20 September. He has circulated information regarding this to those present.
5. AS and PSJS updated the meeting on the current round of submissions for the Charles Darwin Essay prizes. PSJS informed the meeting that there were only 4 submissions on this occasion and that the evaluation group consisted of Reem Abed and Nikhil Chaudhary in addition to himself. Adam Hunt suggested that we should have a minimum standard for the essays to be eligible for consideration for the prize and this was agreed by the group. 
6. PSJS, newsletter editor, informed the group that the 36th newsletter was due to be released next week and the next newsletter will be issued either December or January. He urged members to consider submitting items for future newsletters.
7. RA reminded all present that we all need to work hard on publicity for our forthcoming 6th International EPSIG symposium. We need to utilise all the professional networks we have access to ensure the success of the event.
8. RA informed members on the request by the college for ideas and suggestions relevant to mental health information resources for patients. The link can be found in the agenda and the deadline is 1 October.
9. RA reported our continued efforts to collaborate with the WPA EP Section, the Irish EPSIG and the Section of Psychiatry at the RSM (where there is a plan to hold and EP conference on 9 June 2025).
10. AOB: Elena updated the meeting regarding the planned survey of medical students in the UK on evolution. Reem and Elena are still awaiting a response from the Ethics committee of the University of Nottingham. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next Executive Committee meeting was agreed on Tuesday 10 December 7pm via MS Teams.
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